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Limited to 2,500 Officially Licensed, Serial Numbered Knife Ensembles 


LIMITED QUANTITIES — Only 2,500 
Serial Numbered Limited Edition Knife 
Ensembles Will Be Made! 

This rare opportunity to invest in the 
“Century of Champions” will not last 
long. Demand will surely exceed the 
limited supply. So, act now!! Imagine 
being in the select group of owners of 
this beautiful limited edition knife 
ensemble made by Bear MGC™ 
American's “Rising Star” in the knife 
industry. Become one of the lucky few to 
own this elegant tribute to the “Century 
of Champions”. Forever it will be a 
cherished symbol of your pride in the 
“Century of Champions”, a gift to pass 
down to children and grandchildren, 
the generation who will forge our next 
“Century of Champions”. ACT NOW! 
Choose it for yourself or for a gift. 
HURRY BEFORE THIS LIMITED 
EDITION — the only edition that will 
ever be made — SELLS OUT! 


The “Century of Champions” Knife Ensemble is a 
beautiful addition to the most elegantly appointed 
home or office: 

x The knife boasts a crimson smoothbone 
handle on a Bear MGC 4" Trapper made to 
exacting standards with over 80 hand processes 
lavished upon each knife by Bear MGC’s artisans. 
The two blades are deep etched and color filled. 
* The display is a Southern-built and hand- 
processed beauty made of walnut enclosing a 
rich ebony fabric bed upon which the knife rests, 
and plexiglass sealed to preserve this Centennial 
symbol for the century to follow. Tabletop and 
wall mounting are provided. 


* Bear MGC@is a young Alabama Knife Company whose three 
owners have over 74 years of knifemaking experience. Combining 
Bear MGC and the “Century of Champions’ provides an investment 
value in the Centennial Celebration. Remember it ain't bragging if 
you can back it up—Bear MGC can! x 1992 — Selected to make 
and distribute the following: « “Officially Licensed By NASCAR" 
knives + Knives for most SEC Universities » Knives for each SEC 
University celebrating a Football Centennial x 1992— Selected to 
produce “McKenry Brand” knives specifically for Western-minded 
people and available only where fine Western wear and tack are 
sold 1992-1993— Awarded National Knife Collection Association 
1992 “Folder” and in 1993 its “Folder” and “Hunter” * 1992 — 
Chosen by its knife industry competition as The Best Buy of the Year 


| Only 2500 Sets Produced! First Come, First Served! Order Today! 


@ Please accept this order for 


of the “Century of Champions” Centennial Knives | 


| at $99.99* Each (plus $6.00 for shipping and handling.) Allow 6 - 8 weeks for delivery. | 


| Ms./Mrs./Mr. 
| Address 


| City 


Telephone ( ) 


State Zip 


Payment Method: Check 


EXPIRATION DATE: Signature: 


MasterCard 


| 
! CREDIT CARD NO.: 
ls 


“TN Residents add 7.25% State Sales Tax. All coupons must be signed before acceptance. 


® McKENRY BLADEWORKS, INC. 
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OCTOBER, 1992 VOLUME 14, NUMBER 8 


On the cover: Chris Anderson was 
Alabama’s leading rusher as a freshman, 
relegated to a spot role last year as a 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE sophomore, and is back as no less than a 


co-first teamer this season. He has also 


been called on to pull extra duty as a 
N | = N punt returner during David Palmer’s lat- 
est suspension. Barry Fikes Photo 


Tiders From Tennessee: 


Volunteers For Bama 6 
If Alabama is to continue its incredible football domination of Tennessee, it will be in no small part 
to a handful of former Tennessee high school football stars who elected to continue their football 


careers with the Crimson Tide rather than the Big Orange. by Kirk McNair 
Will Brown: 
Having To Grow Into A Position 10 


Last year Alabama experimented by moving a strong safety, Lemanski Hall, to the weakside out- 
side linebacker position. It was a successful experiment and now Bama is trying it again as former 
defensive back Will Brown is working to be Hall’s backup man. by John Barnes 


Bryan Thornton: 
Big Man On Campus 14 


One thing Bryan Thornton doesn't have to worry about is being big enough to be a defensive end 
at Alabama. He’s 6-7, 275. And he also has good quickness. The redshirt freshman is working on 


strength and technique as he gets experience in a backup role. by Donald F. Staffo 
Chris Anderson: 
He Tries To Give His All 16 


One reason for the success of Alabama tailback Chris Anderson is his work ethic. He has had a 
few setbacks in his Crimson Tide career, but he hasn’t let them discourage him and now he’s back 


among the Bama offensive leaders. by Kirk McNair 
Meet The Staff: 
Green Gladly Faces Adjustments 20 
The latest addition to the Crimson Tide basketball staff, James Green, is happy to be back in the 
Southeastern Conference. He is already at work on recruiting. by Julia McNair 


Prep Prospects: 

Anderson Heads Big Man List 23 
Willie Anderson of perennial power Vigor in Prichard is considered one of the nation’s top high 
school football prospects and he’s certainly among the finest in Alabama prep circles. But there 
are plenty of other linemen, linebackers and tight ends in Alabama who will be on the recruiting 
lists. Here’s our first in-depth look at high school football prospects this fall. | by Tommy Deas 


Cross Country Outlook: 
Bama Is A Contender 28 


The return of All-America German Beltran for his final season is already a successful one for the 
men’s cross country team, which should be a good one. The women have experienced talent and 


rank very high. by Becky Hopf 
Fall Baseball: 
A Time Of Preparation 29 


For college baseball teams, the fall is the equivalent of professional baseball's spring training. 
While some top players return, the Tide also has some holes to fill, and this is the start of that pro- 
cess. by Steve Sikes 


The Departments 
Scorecard 4 
Football Opponents’ Schedules 30 
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Bama Vs. Penn State? 

Possibly one of the most entertainin 
non-conference football series ever pla 
by Alabama was the Penn State series set 
up between former Alabama Head Coach 
and Athletics Director Paul Bryant and 
Penn State’s Joe Paterno. It began in 
1981 and continued through 1990. Penn 
State wanted to extend the series, but for- 
mer Alabama Athletics Director Steve 
Sloan elected not to continue it. 

Current Alabama philosophy is that with 
eight Southeastern Conference games 
(four home and four away) each year, for 
financial reasons the Tide's three non-con- 
ference games must all be home games. 
That eliminates name teams. The Notre 
Dames, Southern Cals and Penn States of 
the world are not going to play at Alabama 
without a return game. Therefore, the 
Southern Mississippis and Louisiana Techs 
of the world-teams that can be paid to al- 
ways play at Alabama-appear to be a sta- 
ple of future Bama schedules. 

However, there is some movement to- 
wards re-establishing the Alabama-Penn 
State series. The Meadowlands Sports 
Complex, which includes Giants Stadium 
on the outskirts of New York, is interested 
in rekindling the Alabama-Penn State se- 
ries with all games being played at Giants 
Stadium. Negotiations are not taking place 
and neither school is close to making any 
kind of commitment, but at least there is a 
thought of such a game. If the schools and 
the Meadowlands come to such an agree- 
ment, the series would not begin until late 
in this decade because of already contract- 
ed games for the next few years. 

Giants Stadium currently hosts the 
Kickoff Classic (in which Alabama played 
in 1986, beating Ohio State). 

In the 10-game series played between 
Alabama and Penn State, Bama won six 
games. Nine of the 10 were televised. 


David Palmer 

When Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings reinstated David Palmer as a 
member in good standing of the Alabama 
football team prior to the Louisiana Tech 
game, it created a firestorm of controversy 
on the talk radio shows and among news- 
paper columnists. None of those commen- 
tators had all the facts. Nor does "BAMA. 
However, we know the kind of person 
Gene Stallings is and what motivates him. 
And he did have all the facts on which to 
base his decision. 

Stallings’ written statement announcing 
his decision said in : 

“I had had conversations with two doc- 
tors and one nationally-known expert on 
behavioral problems and it was their con- 
sensus opinion that in David's best interest 
he be allowed to continue with his normal 
activities. At this time in my career, I'd 
rather win the player than the game.” The 
statement said Palmer, who has twice this 
year been charged with driving while in- 


4 


toxicated (one of those charges coming 
after he was involved in a traffic accident), 
would continue counseling. 

Was it the correct decision? Stallings said 
if Palmer gets his life in order that it was 
the right decision; if he does not, it was the 
wrong decision. But, as he pointed out, it 
was up to Stallings to make a decision. 

One school of thought is that Palmer 
should not have been allowed to return to 
football until after the legal aspects of his 
case had been dealt with. That is incorrect. 
Stallings deals with Palmer as a player and 
it is the head coach’s prerogative to deter- 
mine punishment for violation of team 
rules. The courts will deal with Palmer on 
the legal aspects. 

David Palmer has the same rights and 
responsibilities of all other citizens. 
(Actually, because of his fame, his respon- 
sibilities are greater.) None of those who 
support the return of Palmer, including 
Stallings, have excused his dangerous, irre- 
sponsible behavior. The same mechanism 
that deals with all citizens will address 
Palmer’s case. 

The reinstatement ends punishment for 
the innocent-Palmer’s teammates and the 
Alabama paying fans. 


Basketball Rankings 

While Alabama has been a very competi- 
tive basketball team at the national level 
for the better part of a quarter of a centu- 
ry, the 1992-93 Crimson Tide under first 
year Head Coach David Hobbs will be 
without two men who were first round 
draft choices in last spring’s National 
Basketball Association selections. Bama 
basketball this year will not have its out- 
standing forwards, Robert Horry and 
Latrell Sprewell. 

It will not be a surprise if Bama is not se- 
lected to finish in the upper half of the 
Southeastern Conference West Division 
this year. Nevertheless, two early pre-sea- 
son national basketball polls are out and 
the Tide is mentioned. The NCAA 
Basketball Preview ranks Bama 26th, 
while Basketball Weekly predicts the Tide 
will finish 23rd. 


Recruiting Rankings 

One reason Alabama basketball may be 
considered still strong despite the losses of 
players like Robert Horry and Latrell 
Sprewell is the newcomers. Alabama's re- 
cruiting class was rated ninth best in the 
nation by Basketball Weekly, while 
Basketball Times rated Tide recruiting 
13th best in the country. 

All of the newcomers are academically 
eligible and in school. They are freshman 
wing player Anthony nied of St. 
Petersburg, Florida; freshman point guard 
Marvin Orange of Columbia, South 
Carolina; freshman center Wade Kaiser of 
Birmingham; and junior college transfer 
forwards Walter Pitts of Loachopoka and 
Shon Peck-Love of Tuscaloosa. 


Another senior on last year’s Bama 
team, Darby Rich, is in graduate school at 
Alabama and occasionally plays in pickup 
basketball games with Tide players. He re- 
ported that Pitts “is going to be a great 
player.” He also had good things to say 
about Orange and Peck-Love, and said he 
had not yet played with Brown. 


James Robinson 

Still another reason Alabama will get 
some notice as a good basketball team thi 
year is the return of junior wing guard 
James Robinson. Robinson is picked as a 
second team pre-season All-America by 
NCAA Basketball Preview and Sport, a 
third teamer by Basketball Weekly. 
Robinson is the SEC's fifth leading scorer 
returning from the 1991-92 season and 
led Alabama with 19 points per game. 

Bama also returns center Derrick McKey 
and point guard Elliot Washington as 
starters and backup forwards Jason Caffey 
and Andre Perry and redshirt freshmen 
Bryan Passink, a wing guard, and Roy 
Rogers, a center. 


Women Rankings 

For the first time in nearly a decade the 
Alabama women’s basketball team is being 
ranked in national pre-season polls. 

Coach Rick Moody's Crimson Tide fin- 
ished 23-7 last year, ending the year at 
number 18 nationally. This year Bama is 
rated 12th by Women’s Basketball News 
Service, 13th by Dick Vitale’s Basketball 
Yearbook, 16th by Street & Smith, anda 
panel of coaches rated Alabama 21st in a 
poll for Hosts’ Fans’ Guide. Stanford is 
the unanimous choice to finish first, while 
Tennessee is picked second in the nation. 


Individually 

Niesa Johnson, who was national fresh- 
man of the year last season for the 
Alabama women’s basketball team, was 
picked as a pre-season second team All- 
America by Women's Basketball News 
Service, third team by Vitale, and honor- 
able mention by Street & Smith. 

Tide freshman Yolanda Watkins, the 
1992 high school player of the year, was 
also named honorable mention All- 
America by Street & Smith. Host named 
Johnson first team pre-season All-SEC, 
while picking Watkins to be the newcomer 
of the year. 


Silver Medalist 

Alabama women’s basketball star, 
sophomore Niesa Johnson, won a trip to 
Seoul, South Korea, in 1993 as she was a 
member of the Silver Medal United States 
Junior National Team in this year’s 
CoPan-American Basketball champi- 
onships. Johnson played in five games for 
the United States in Guanajuato, Mexico. 
The American women finished 4 and 1 to 
win the silver medal and qualify for the 
world championships in Seoul next year. 
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Johnson averaged 9.4 points per game in 
the tournament. 


Coach Of The Year 

Alabama Golf Coach Dick Spybey has 
been named 1992 National Coach of the 
Year. Spybey was selected by vote of the 
nation’s Division | coaches after leading 
the Tide to an 11th place finish in the 
1992 NCAA Championships. The Tide 
was voted Most Improved Team in 
America following the spring season. 

Earlier in the year peee was named 
the District 3 Coach of the Voor, the sec- 
ond consecutive year for Bama’s head 
coach to be so honored. And it was his 
third selection since he was named the 
women’s regional Coach of the Year in 
1987, before he became men’s coach. 
Spybey will be recognized at the NCAA 
Convention in January. 


Tide Shines In Japan 

The Alabama men’s team of Coach Dick 
Spybey turned in an impressive third place 
finish in the 10th annual USA/Japan 
Friendship Tournament. Although Bama 
held the lead after the first day, the Tide 
finished behind host university Nihon of 
Japan in the 54-hole tournament played at 
the Tanagura Country Club, some 180 
miles northeast of Tokyo. Alabama junior 
Marten Olander of Kennesaw, Georgia, 
finished third overall with a three-day total 
of 213, three-under-par. His score was the 
best by an American player. Four colle 
teams from the United States (LSU, W 
Forest and San Jose State, in addition to 
Alabama) and eight Japanese teams 
played in the tournament. LSU was sec- 
ond by eight strokes to Nihon with Bama 
another five shots back. 

In addition to Olander, Bama was 
represented by freshman Patrick Vadden, 
who fired a two-under-par 214 to finish 
fourth, freshman Mayson Petty (223), Jeff 
Street (224) and Greg Letson (228). 


Pride To Japan 

Former Alabama golfer Dicky Pride con- 
tinues to have a big year. After helping 
Alabama to its outstanding season last 
spring, he qualified for the 1992 United 
States Open at Pebble Beach and also 
made his third appearance in the United 
States Amateur. And Pride, who graduat- 
ed in May, will be one of six Southern Golf 
Association players to represent the 
United States in the USA-Japan Good Will 
Match October 19th in Hiroshima. 


Tennis Rankings 

Alabama’s men’s and women’s tennis 
teams are represented in the pre-season 
college rankings. In college tennis, six 
players make up a singles lineup. Half of 
Alabama’s men’s team is ranked in the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association national 
pre-season rankings. Matt Turner has re- 
ceived his highest ranking at number 32, 
while Cecil Brandon is 45th and newcom- 
er Juan Carlos Bianchi is 54th. All are ju- 
niors. Bianchi, a transfer, was ranked sec- 
ond in the nation in N. play last year. 
Bianchi and senior Rick Witsken are 
ranked 21st in doubles. The Alabama 


team of Coach John Kreis begins the year 
ranked 25th in the nation. 

On the women’s side, another junior, 
Titia Wilmink, is ranked 40th and the 
women’s team of Coach Karen Gaiser, 
which has five of six players returning 
from last year, is rated 22nd nationally, up 
three spots from last year’s finish. 

The bad news is that the men’s presea- 
son poll includes 10 of the SEC’s 12 
teams in the top 25 and the women’s poll 
includes seven SEC women’s team, includ- 
ing number one ranked Florida. 


Payoff For Ferreira 

Former Alabama tennis player Ellis 
Ferreira had his biggest payday as a pro- 
fessional in this year’s United States Open. 
Although he lost to fourth-seeded Michael 
Chang in the prestigious tournament, 
Ferreira collected $7,500. 


Surgery For Volleyballer 

Jeannie Nadolski, a sophomore volley- 
ball player from Huntsville, suffered a knee 
injury in a match at South Florida and 
under went surgery, ending her season. 
She led Coach Dorothy Franco-Reed’s 
team in service aces. 


Olympic Recap 

Alabama was well-represented at the 
Olympic Games in Barcelona and the Tide 
connections had a great deal of success. 

In track and field, Faith Idehen of 
Nigeria was on the 4 x 100 relay team 
that won a bronze medal; former Tider Liz 
Lynch McColgan was fifth in the 10,000 
meter for Great Britain; former Bama dis- 
cus thrower Vesteinn Hafsteinsson was 
fifth for Iceland; and former Tide javelin 
man Siggy Einarsson was fifth for Iceland. 
Other current and past Bama track per- 
formers who competed were Samuel 
Boateng, Solomon Amegatcher and Henry 
Hagan for Ghana; Eduardo Nava for 
Mexico; Katie Anderson for Canada; Clive 
Wright for Jamaica; and Pauline Davis of 
the Bahamas. 

Former Tide swimmer Jon Olsen won a 

old medal and a bronze medal as a mem- 

r of United States relay teams and was 
fourth in the 100 freestyle; other alumni 
performing included divers Ellen McGrath 
Owen and Mark Rourke (Canada), both of 
whom made finals; and Ragga 
Runolfsdottir of Iceland. Current Bama 
swimmers in the Olympic Games were 
Rita Garay of Puerto Rico, Stavros 
Michaelides of Cyprus, and Helga 
Sigurdardottir of Iceland. Additionally, 
Angel Martino, who has a master’s degree 
from Alabama and lives in Tuscaloosa 
where she trains under Bama Head Coach 
Jonty Skinner, won a gold medal as a 
member of the 400 freestyle relay team 
and a bronze in the 50 freestyle. 

Skinner, who was barred from Olympics 
competition when he was the world’s 
fastest swimmer and swimming for 
Alabama in the early 1970s because he 
was a native of South Africa, took part in 
the Olympics this year as head coach of 
the Icelandic team. The only representa- 
tives of Iceland in Olympic swimming were 
Bama swimmers. 
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Tide Loses Signee 

bama swimming has apparently lost 
one of its top signees. Christophe 
Kalfayan of Albertville, France, had signed 
with Bama last year, but did not enter The 
University this fall. There had been reports 
he would enter in the spring semester in 
January, but Bama swimming sources say 
Kalfayan has now decided to stay in 
France. He finished fourth in the Olympics 
in the 50 freestyle. 


Alabama-Auburn Update 

Wayne Atcheson, associate director of 
Alabama's Tide Pride program, has written 
an article for the fall issue of Alabama 
Heritage, a quarterly publication of The 
University. Atcheson's article, “The Forty- 
One Year Time Out,” details the Alabama- 
Auburn football rivalry from its pioneer be- 
ginnings through, its dormancy from 1908 
until 1948, to highlights of recent games. 
Rare photographs and other memorabilia 
accompany the article. 

The journal may be ordered by sending 
$5 to Alabama Heritage, P. O. Box 
870342, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 or by 
telephoning (205) 348-7467. 


Alumni Parties 

The Alabama National Alumni 
Association has pre-game events for alum- 
ni and friends of The University. Ordinarily 
the cheerleaders and Big Al are on hand 
and the events include music, snacks and 
other refreshments. For games in 
Tuscaloosa Alumni Hall has an open 
house and there are also quad events, in- 
cluding the Elephant Stomp. Upcoming 
rallies, which begin two and a half hours 
before kickoff, include a party at Jekeyl 
and Jydes in New Orleans prior to the 
Tulane game October 10; at the 
Tennessee Ampitheatre in Knoxville prior 
to the Tennessee game October 17; at the 
LSU Assembly Center in Baton Rouge 
prior to the game November 7; and 
at the intramural field in Starkville prior to 
the Mississippi State game November 14. 


Great Game 
In the summer of 1970 at his summer 
ress party, then-Alabama Head Coach 
Paul Bryant surprised his audience by say- 
ing, “The Ole Miss game last year is one 
of the worst football games | have ever 
seen.” Naturally, Coach Bryant looked at a 
football game a little differently than every- 
one else. His point was that a game of no 
defense was a terrible game. No one re- 
members the defense in the 1969 
Alabama-Mississippi game in Birmingham. 
That 33-32 Crimson Tide victory may not 
have pleased Coach Bryant, but it was re- 
cently selected by the College Football 
Association as one of the seven greatest 
games since 1960. Bama’s Scott Hunter 
and Ole Miss’ Archie Manning led their 
teams to 1,099 yards of total offense. 


NCAA Publications 
The NCAA has dozens and dozens of 
ublications related to every NCAA sport. 
For a catalog and order form write NCAA 
Publishing, P.O. Box 7347, Overland 
Park, KS 66207-0347. 
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Tennessee Tiders: 


Volunteers For Bama 


by Kirk McNair 


The state of Tennessee 
has been very good 
to the Crimson Tide 


labama is a football team of national 

tature, and, as such, attracts players 
from many other states. However, tradi- 
tionally Crimson Tide football teams have 
been composed primarily of players from 
the state of Alabama. A check of this 
year’s normal starting lineup shows 16 of 
the 24 Crimson Tide starters as being 
from Alabama. 

Of the eight others, one is from 
Maryland, one from New York, one from 
Florida, one from Missouri, one from 
Georgia, and three from Tennessee. 

It is those from Tennessee who are most 
surprising. Few rivalries match that of 
Alabama vs. Tennessee, the annual Third 
Saturday in October slugfest that more 
often than not decides the Southeastern 
Conference championship and which for- 
mer Bama player and Assistant Coach 
rag Sharpe called “no place for chil- 

ren. 


Bama starters from the Volunteer State 
are sophomore offensive guard Jon 
Stevenson of Memphis, senior outside 
linebacker Antonio London of Tullahoma, 
and junior safety Chris Donnelly of 
Germantown. 

But that is hardly the end of the 
Tennessee players on Bama’s roster. 
Junior John Clay of Nashville is the num- 
ber two man at left guard, junior Jeremy 
Nunley of Winchester is the first backup at 
both “adlaokive end spots and considered a 
number one player, and sophomore 
Danny Davis of Memphis is a starting per- 
former on Alabama kick coverage teams 
and a backup defensive back after having 
coe to Alabama as a walkon quarter- 


And he won't play this year, but true 
freshman Blair Canale of Memphis was 
very much in Alabama's picture as a safety 
before injuring his knee in a preseason 

ractice. Blair said that Tennessee was in 

is final three during the recruiting pro- 
cess. He probably is accustomed to divi- 
sion in his family on football Saturdays 
since his father played for Mississippi State 
and three uncles—George, Frank and 
Whit-were all playing at Tennessee in the 
early 1960s. 

(It should be noted that the driving time 
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Chris Donnelly, a junior free safety from Germantown, Tennessee, who is playing his 
first season for Alabama, has been on the other side against the Volunteers, when he 


was a star defensive back at Vanderbilt. 


from Memphis and suburban Germantown 
is less to Tuscaloosa than across Tennes- 
see to Knoxville. And the driving time 
from middle Tennessee, the Nashville area 


Barry Fikes Photo 


and south of that, Tullahoma and Win- 
chester, to Tuscaloosa is a same as 
to Knoxville.) 

Of course, those highways run both 
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ways and Tennessee has some players 
from Alabama on its roster, too. Tide 
coaches recruited junior defensive back 
Roderick Lewis and sophomore fullback 
Roc Powe, both of Mobile Davidson, and 
the Vols also have freshman wide receiver 
Joey Kent of Huntsville Johnson on schol- 
arship, who Bama might have offered had 
the Tide not already had so many young 
wide receivers. Most in the Alabama camp 
probably would not swap the Tennesseans 
on the Tide roster for the Alabamians 
playing for the Vols. 


Cc Donnelly has gone against 
Tennessee as a rival, but not as an 
Alabama opponent. Donnelly was a two- 
year starter at Vanderbilt in 1989-90 be- 
fore transferring to Alabama. “When | was 
at Vanderbilt, Tennessee was our top 
rival,” Donnelly said. “I know that 
Alabama is a big rivalry for Tennessee, 
too. The game typifies what college foot- 
ball is all about.” 

Although he was injured and did not 
play against the Vols as a sophomore, he 
was playing for the Commodores when 
Vandy went to Knoxville his freshman sea- 
son. That Tennessee team would finish 
11-1 (the lone loss a 47-30 defeat at the 
hands of Alabama), but Vanderbilt gave 
the Vols all they could handle before 
Tennessee got out with a 17-10 win. “I re- 
member how loud it was,” Donnelly said 
of his vevious trip to Knoxville and 
Neyland Stadium. “We led 10-3 at half- 
time and it got quiet, but it erupted in the 
second half. That definitely makes it a diffi- 
cult place to win.” 

Donnelly, 6-0, 187, considered 
Tennessee when he was being recruited 
out of Germantown High School. “But,” 
he said, “they were waffling on a scholar- 
ship offer, and they were also recruiting 
me as a defensive back. By then I had al- 
ready made up my mind to go to 
Vanderbilt because that was the only 
school recruiting me that said they would 
ies me a chance to play quarterback.” 

nnelly got a chance to play quarterback 
at Vanderbilt, about a practice and a half 
his freshman year, before being moved to 
the secondary, where he was the 
Southeastern Conference Freshman 
Defensive Player of the Year in 1989. 

As all Bama players from Tennessee, 
Donnelly lives in a neighborhood full of 
Big Orange supporters. “Winning is im- 
portant if you plan to go home anytime 
soon,” Donnelly said. 

Of all the Alabama players from 
Tennessee, Antonio London is considered 
the one who came closest to staying home 
and playing for the Vols. Antonio’s father 
recently told some Alabama supporters 
that Antonio had been an Alabama fan 
since he was a small child, but London 
said it was his recruiting trip to Alabama 
during his senior season at Tullahoma 
High School in 1988-89 that convinced 
him he wanted to wear the Crimson and 


More than any other current Tide player from Tennessee, Antonio London came closest 
to casting his lot with his homestate university before deciding to play for Alabama. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


White rather than Orange. “I felt comfort- 
able with the players and the coaches and 
the atmosphere at The University of 
Alabama,” he said. Tennessee was run- 
eg for the services of London, 6-3, 


He said that he and the other players 
from Tennessee at Bama “probably think 
about the Tennessee game about the way 
the guys from Alabama think about the 
Auburn game. It’s always a big game for 
those of us who left the state.” 

London has friends at Tennessee, a few 
players and other students. 

“enous I'd get a lot of ridicule if we ever 
lost,” he said. “Fortunately, so far all 
they’ve been able to talk to me about is 
‘next year.’ Alabama is unquestionably 
Tennessee's biggest rivalry. It’s always a 
big game with a lot of hype. We've been 
fortunate to have won all three games 
since I've been here because all of them 
have been close,” he said. 

London said thus far he has played well 
against his homestate university, “and I’ve 
got one more to go.” 

John Stevenson's final school choices 
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didn’t include Tennessee. He was interest- 
ed primarily in Alabama, Vanderbilt, Notre 
Dame and Florida State. Jon also comes 
from a household where loyalties could 
have been divided. His father played for 
Arkansas and his brother for Memphis 
State. 

Stevenson, 6-2, 280, started against the 
Vols at right tackle last year and can be ex- 
pected to start at right guard this year. 


aa Clay said he considered going to 
Tennessee “a little bit because its the 
state school, but I really grew up a 
Vanderbilt and Alabama fan and grew up 
hating Tennessee. I’m from Nashville and I 
had a lot of family go to Alabama. | talked 
to them (Tennessee) for a while, but they 
weren't really in it when it came to deci- 
sion-making time.” 

In addition to being an Alabama fan, 
Bama told Clay, who was 6-3, 230 when he 
signed, that he could play linebacker. “And 
they did,” he added. “It just didn’t work out.” 
Folouttg a redshirt season in 1989 and a 
year as a spot performer at inside linebacker 
and on the kicking teams in 1990, Clay 
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grew up (he’s now about 270) and was 
switched to the offensive side, left guard. 

“I also considered Alabama a place 
where there was a chance to win the na- 
tional championship,” Clay said. “And | 
ai the people here. | thought I'd fit in 

ere. 

He said the Tennessee game “means a 
whole lot to me. There are a bunch of 
Tennessee fans in Nashville and in 
Chattanooga where | went to school 
(Baylor). A lot of my friends tried to put 
pressure on me to go to Tennessee and 
Vanderbilt. If we ever lose to either 
Tennessee or Vanderbilt, | don’t know if I 
could go home.” 

Clay remembers he “didn’t play too 
well” in Alabama’s 24-19 win over 
Tennessee in Birmingham last year. “I 
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need to try to redeem myself this year. In 
fact, we didn’t play very well as a team. 
We escaped by the skin of our teeth. But 
we managed to win. You've got to do that 
sometimes.” 

Clay said he was surprised at 
Tennessee’s strong start this year, “but | 
probably shouldn’t be. They've had a his- 
tory of having good teams when they 
weren't supposed to be good and not 
peiag so good when they are supposed to 


hereas Clay had strong emotions 
about Tennessee as a high school player, 
Jeremy Nunley was not a fan of any 
school prior to the recruiting process, 
which began his senior year at Winchester 
High School. “I was recruited by 
Tennessee, but never offered a scholar- 


ship,” he said. “That may have had some- 
thing to do with me not agreeing with 
some things, which, in turn, led me to 
committing to Alabama very early.” Now, 
he said, the Tennessee game is the biggest 
one for him. “It really probably wouldn't 
be, except most of the people who live in 
Winchester are for Tennessee. They 
me out to be a traitor since | came down 
here to play. They do a lot of talking. Of 
course, they consider you a traitor if you 
io to Huntsville (Winchester is in middle 
eke. just north of Huntsville) to 
shop. It doesn’t bother me. It goes in one 
ear and out the other. 

“But it’s a big game. Everyone gets ex- 
cited about it before it’s played. I know ev- 
eryone who knows me is probably going 
to watch the game, because it’s usually 
televised.” 

There comes a time when it is not a spe- 
cial game. “Once the game starts it’s like 
every other game,” Nunley said. “After the 
first series are so every game is about the 
same. That’s because every game is im- 
portant.” 

Nunley doesn’t have any particular 
memories of previous Tennessee games 
“except that I was able to go home a win- 
ner. | hope that never changes.” 

He said he selected Alabama because he 
thought he would have a chance to play 
for Southeastern Conference and national 
championships. 

Danny Davis couldn’t believe Tennessee 
didn’t offer him a scholarship following his 
senior season in 1989 at Christian 
Brothers High School. He had been in 
Tennessee's football camp the summer be- 
fore his senior season and as a senior he 
was Memphis Metro Player of the Year, all- 
state and the top-rated quarterback in the 
state of Tennessee. Nevertheless, “I really 

rew up following Alabama,” Davis said. 

One of my father’s good friends was an 
Alabama fan, and he got me started as an 
Alabama fan at a young age.” 

Davis said it was strange not to be asked 
to visit by Tennessee during the recruiting 
process. “They had invited me to their 
camp and they contacted me during my 
senior season, but then they never were 
interested,” he said. “But, I really wasn’t 
looking to go to Tennessee anyway.” 

Davis considers the Tennessee game 
special. “I’m looking forward to it,” he 
said. Now 6-2, 210, Davis is a member of 
the kickoff coverage unit. One of 
Tennessee top return men is Ronald Davis 
from Memphis. “I knew him in high 
school. There are a lot of guys from 


Jeremy Nunley wasn't much of a college 
football fan as a high school player, but 
since he left his native Tennessee to play 
football for Alabama, he is keenly aware 
of the importance placed on this tradi- 
tional football rivalry. 
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Memphis | played against and went to vari- 
ous post season functions with who are at 
Tennessee, so I'm really looking forward to 
going up to Knoxville. We know it will be 
tough to win up there.” 


ver the years, Alabama has had out- 

standing players from the state of 
Tennessee. Quarterback Steve Sloan of 
Cleveland helped Bama to national cham- 
pionships in 1964 and 1965. E.J. Junior 
of Nashville was an All-America outside 
linebacker in 1980. Many consider Mike 
Fracchia (1960-61, 63) Alabama’s 
strongest runner ever. 

r Tennessee natives who have let- 
tered for Alabama include defensive back 
Bill Blair (1968-70) of Nashville, split end 
Bruce Bolton (1976-78) of Memphis, 
quarterback Vic Bradford (1936-38) of 
ib kicker Oran Buck (1969) of 
Oak Ridge, defensive end Chris Cochran 
(1991) of Germantown, halfback Corky 
Corbitt (1945-46) of Nashville, tackle Ron 
Durby (1963-64) of Memphis, center Mike 
Eckenrod (1973) of Chattanooga, end 
William Fields (1944) of Nashville, quarter- 
back Robert Fraley (1974-75) of 
Winchester, nose guard Don Gossett 
(1969) of Knoxville; 

Linebacker Rodney Helton (1989) of 
Knoxville (who is the brother of Tennessee 
backup quarterback freshman Todd 
Helton), halfback John Hite (1944) of 
Nashville, end Cecil Hurt (1927-29) of 
Chattanooga, tight end Hunter Husband 
(1967-69) and his brother linebacker 
Woodie Husband (1969-70) of Nashville, 
defensive tackle Steve Kulback (1973-74) 
of Clarksville, halfbacks Joe LaBue (1970- 
72) and his brother John LaBue (1976) of 
Memphis, defensive end David Lenoir 
(1987-89) of Memphis, fullback Harold 
Moore (1965-66) of Chattanooga, half- 
back Duff Morrison (1958-59, 1961) of 
Memphis, end Donald Owens (1956-57) 
of Memphis; 

Defensive end Tom Prestwood (1975) of 
Chattanooga, defensive back Scott Price 
(1977) of Jasper, defensive back Mark 
Prudhomme (1973-75) of Memphis, tackle 
John David Reitz (1965-67) of 
Morristown, quarterback Benn’ dey: eae 
(1971) of Greenville, linebacker Ronny 
Robertson (1973-74) of Signal Mountain, 
offensive tackle Kurt Schmissrauter (1981- 
83) of rong 4 fullback Wayne Shaw 
(1987-89) of Tullahoma, guard Jim 
Skidmore (1928) of Winchester, guard 
Tom Somerville (1965-67) of White 
Station, linebacker Chuck Strickland 
(1971-73) of East Ridge, tackle Johnny 
Sullivan (1964-66) of Nashville, center 
Danny Thomas (1970) of Clinton, defen- 
sive tackle Louis Thompson (1965-66) of 
Lebanon, tackle Wayne Walker (1944) of 
Martha, and split end Clay Whitehurst 
(1984-87) of Nashville, 

(The Tide football program has also ben- 
efitted in the coaching ranks from 
Tennessee. Bama’s first great coach, 


It wasn’t too difficult for Alabama offensive lineman John Clay to choose Alabama. Even 
though he is a native of Nashville and played his high school football at Baylor in 
Chattanooga-two hotbeds of Big Orange supporters-Clay grew up a fan of both 
Ala Barry 


ibama and Vanderbilt. 


Wallace Wade (1923-30), was a native of 
Trenton and came to Bama from 
Vanderbilt. All-time great Defensive 
Coordinator Ken Donahue of Corryton, 
who coached at Bama from.1964 to 
1984, and Executive Athletics Director 
dim Goostree of Clarksville, a legendary 
trainer for the Tide from 1957 to 1983, 
both had Tennessee educations and work- 
ing backgrounds.) 

By the same token, Tennessee has at- 
tracted some outstanding football players 
from the state of Alabama. One who could 
have been a hero in 1966 was Volunteer 
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placekicker Gary Wright, but his attempt 
just missed (earning him the nickname 
“Wide Wright,”) and Bama held on to an 
11-10 win in the rain in Knoxville. 
Richmond Flowers, Jr., was a notable loss 
for Alabama as he earned All-America 
honors. When he selected Tennessee, in 
part because of their outstanding track 
team, it motivated then Alabama Football 
Head Coach and Athletics Director Paul 
Bryant to upgrade the Crimson Tide track 
program. Condredge Holloway was an All- 
SEC quarterback from Huntsville who 
chose the Vols over Ala 


Will Brown: 


Having To Grow Into A Position 


by John Barnes 


Tide once again hopes a 
defensive back can be 
an outside linebacker 


| ere is not an easy game. No one 
knows that better than Will Brown. 
Recent depth problems have forced him to 
leave his natural position of strong _ 
and move to outside linebacker. For the 6- 
2, 209-pound sophomore, the transition 
has been a difficult one. “The things I’ve 
had to learn are incredible,” said the 
Syracuse, New York, native. “I’ve always 
been a good coverage man, but the pass 
rush aspect is pretty hard.” 

Learning the art of the pass rush is diffi- 
cult for even the most accomplished play- 
ers. Just ask Lemanski Hall, who made the 
same move midway through last season. 
“The situation with Will and Lemanski is 
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very similar,” said Alabama Assistant 
Coach Ellis Johnson. Although the deci- 
sion to fill the weakside outside linebacker 
spot with a smaller, faster man and a play- 
er adept at pass coverage is considered to 
have been a staff decision, Johnson, the 
outside linebackers coach, is given credit 
by many for having revolutionized the po- 
sition. Lemanski Hall was an accomplished 
linebacker by the end of last season and 
many consider him Alabama’s finest 
linebacker this year. 

“Both Will and Lemanski are big, physi- 
cal defensive backs with the potential to be 
good outside linebackers,” Johnson said. 
“Will is not as far along as Lemanski was 
at this same time. Lemanski had the ad- 
vantage of working a little as a down line- 
man in high school and Will did not. 
However, as Will learns the system, espe- 
cially the technique of rushing the passer, 
he’ll fit into our plans more and more.” 

Taking on tight ends and fullbacks 20 to 
30 pounds heavier is Brown’s greatest 
challenge. “The thing about rushing the 
passer is that it takes both strength and 
technique,” said Brown. “I’ve got to get 
heavier, probably to about 215 or 296, ] 
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lifted almost every day this summer, but 
couldn’t seem to pick up the weight I 
needed.” 

Brown is currently listed on the Tide 
depth chart as the number two right out- 
side linebacker behind Hall. However, 
that’s theory. In practice André Royal is 
the backup to both Hall on the weakside 
and to Antonio London on the strong side. 
Johnson thinks Brown shows great 
promise, but has a tough hill to climb in 
order to be considered a front-line player. 
“Will still has a lot to learn,” he said. 
“However, the potential is there. We cer- 
tainly would not have moved him if we 
didn’t think he could eventually do the job. 
We were a little disappointed that he 

ained almost no weight over the summer. 
Piis speed and hitting ability can somewhat 
compensate for his lack of size, but he 
must bulk up enough to be able to take on 
tight ends, many of which outweigh him 
by as much as 30 or 40 pounds.” 

As was the case in 1991, most of Will's 
playing time comes on special teams and 
in Bama’s nickel package. “I love special 
teams,” said Brown. ‘When the ball is 
kicked, | believe I can make the tackle 
every time. Ween ys ovssto i Bie fo 
special teams is the best place to get it 
done. When I was a kid, everyone I played 
ball with was bigger than I was, so I had to 
learn to be aggressive. | think it’s helped 
me a lot at Alabama.” 

Brown was one of a dozen true fresh- 
men to see playing time for Alabama last 
year. He earned a letter primarily for spe- 
cial teams work, but also saw limited duty 
in the secondary. He had 13 tackles, in- 
cluding one for a two-yard loss, and had 
one pass interception, which he returned 
for 33 yards against Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 


Sie he grew up in Syracuse, one 
would think Brown might sign with an 
eastern team—hometown Syracuse, or per- 
haps Penn State or Rutgers. He certainly 
had opportunities. Brown was the Upstate 
Player of the Year in New York as a senior 
for Henniger High School. His team was 
11-0 his senior season as he had 135 
tackles and six interceptions (three re- 
turned for touchdowns). “I really wanted to 
come South all along,” said Brown. “At 
first, | was real interested in Tennessee. 
After visiting here and talking to some 
people, I knew Alabama was the place for 
me.” Another factor in Brown’s decision 
to sign with Alabama was former Tide of- 
fensive guard Trent Patterson, also a na- 
tive of Syracuse. “Trent told me that there 
was no better place to play football and 
get an education than Alabama. He said 
the fans really get behind the players and 
the coaches really care about you. A de- 
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Will Brown was one of the nation’s most highly-recruited defensive backs as a high school senior, but as a sophomore at Alabama he 
finds himself as an outside linebacker, making the same switch Lemanski Hall made so successfully a year ago. Brown needs to pick up 
weight and he needs experience, but Tide coaches think he can be a good linebacker. 


gree from Alabama will mean a lot to me 
and my family.” 

Few would argue that the differences be- 
ee cc pia and Tuscaloosa are ee 
night and day. “I grew up in a pretty toug 
neighborhood,” said Brown. “There were 
a lot of temptations that could have led me 
astray. When | came here, I was a little 
lazy and did not have a great attitude.” 
Needless to say, the Bama coaching staff 
took care of those problems in a hurry. “I 
guess the biggest changes for me were the 

eat and the lifestyle. Those early prac- 
tices get pretty hot, but I’m slowly getting 
used to it.” 

Another adjustment for Brown was 
learning the philosophy of Gene Stallings. 
“At first, I didn’t know what to think,” ic 
said. “After a while, | started to learn what 
a great man Coach Stallings really is. He 
demands excellence, both on and off the 
football field. He has taught me to not only 
be a good football player, but to be a good 
person. He’s helped me learn how to be a 
gentleman and to realize what it means to 
play football for The University of 
Alabama.” 

At one point over the summer, Brown 
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was well on his way to being in Stallings’ 
dog house. A misunderstanding with law 
enforcement officials in Syracuse cast 
doubt on Brown’s future as a Crimson 
Tider. “I'd rather not get specific about 
that,” he said. “Let’s just say that it was a 
situation similar to that of David (Palmer). 
Coach Stallings and I met, and I told him 
what happened. He was very understand- 
ing and allowed me to re-join the team, 
but I learned some hard lessons.” 

Back in Stallings’ good graces, Brown can 
now focus his attention on improving as a 
football player and as a student. “There is 
no doubt that Will Brown will eventually be 
a big part of our football team,” said 
Johnson. “When you consider that he has 
spent his whole career in the defensive 
backfield, he is doing pretty well at lineback- 
er. It’s a complicated position. Our guys 
may have to rush the passer on one play, 
then drop back into pass coverage on the 
next. I’m confident he'll come around.” 

One thing Brown does not suffer from is 
a lack of confidence. “I know I'll be good,” 
he said. “Now that I've got a couple of 
games under my belt at the new position, 
I feel much more comfortable. I think my 


Barry Fikes Photo 


biggest problem right now is my hand 
placement on blockers. I've got a few 
moves that I can use as far as separating 
myself from blockers. When I learn to do 
that, I should be able to get to the quarter- 
back a lot easier. I think if something were 
to happen to Lemanski, I could step in and 


© a good job. 

It is a fact of football life that size is a 
critical factor at most positions. No one 
knows better than Brown that he must be 
bigger in order to be an effective outside 
linebacker. “Will’s weight is a mystery,” 
said Johnson. “As a freshman, he had a 
hard time staying below 200. Now, he 
can't seem to crack that 210 plateau. He 
needs to get bigger. If he had reported at 
the weight we wanted, he’d be getting a 
lot more playing time. There are very few 
linebackers in big-time college football who 
weigh less than 220 pounds. If Will can 
put on that weight the way we want him 
to, the sky is the limit for him.” 

If Will Brown can learn the system and 
gain the weight needed to be a Division 1- 
A linebacker, he could indeed be a starter 
sooner than everyone thinks. Everyone 
that is, except Will Brown. 
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Bryan Thornton: 


Big Man On Campus 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Tide redshirt freshman 
has a big future ahead 
as a defensive lineman 


Or is not likely to overlook Bryan 
Thornton. The redshirt freshman-a 
mere pup compared to what he could be 
in future seasons-is 6-7 and weighs 275. 
And that’s down from the 290 he weighed 
when he came to Alabama, down another 
five pounds from last spring. He did his 

rep playing at Leflore High School in 
Mobile, where he was considered one of 
the nation’s top football prospects. 

Size is important in football, particularly 
to defensive linemen. Thornton, a defen- 
sive end, had it when Bama got him. “It’s 
hard to find guys that big, especially guys 
with speed and quickness,” said Alabama 
Assistant Coach Mike Dubose. “Most (high 
school defensive linemen who are college 
prospects) are 6-4 or 6-5 and weigh 230 
and you hope they grow into that size. 
Some of them never do. But Bryan al- 
ready has that size, and he has adequate 
speed and quickness.” 

Thornton is the Tide’s tallest player, 
though not Bama’s heaviest. Thornton’s 
roommate, Kareem McNeil, is 287, and 
Napoleon Folks is 280-plus, Roosevelt 
Patterson 290. They are offensive linemen. 

If you ask a 6-7, 275-pound man-child 
where he wants to play, the obvious joke 
answer is anywhere te wants to. That may 
be true at most places, but not at The 
University of Alabama. Last year Thornton 
wanted to play left defensive end, though 
not necessarily start, but the Crimson Tide 
was already well-stocked at the position 
with John Copeland and Jeremy Nunley. 
Copeland would go on to earn All- 
Southeastern Conference honors and 
Nunley earned his share of playing time, 
leaving Thornton the odd man out. The 
Tide brain trust felt it was to Thornton's 
and the team’s advantage to redshirt 
Thornton. 

“At first | wanted to play as a true fresh- 
man,” admitted Thornton, who chose 

over LSU. “It was the coaches’ deci- 
sion to redshirt me.” 

Though Thornton was big enough to 
play a year ago, it was determined he was 
not yet ready. With players like Copeland 
and Nunley available there was no need to 
put a youngster-albeit a large one-into a 
game against SEC seniors. 
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Thornton recognized this. "There’s 
about a 10-step difference between high 
school football and college football. In high 
school you’re number one, and here 

ou’re at the bottom of the totem pole. 
The guys ahead of me know what they're 
doing, and I'm still learning.” 

“When we recruited Bryan out of high 
school I thought he was two years away 
(from being able to help us),” said Dubose, 
who coaches the defensive line. “I think 
it’s an advantage to bring a player along 
slowly, especially in Bryan's situation. 

“Sometimes when _ need a player at 
a position you make him play before he’s 
ready, and you end up hurting him. But 
Bryan has had a chance to develop at his 


own pace. 

“He had a chance to watch (Copeland 
and Nunley) and learn from them. Because 
of that he’s probably a little bit ahead of 
schedule.” 

Thornton acknowledged that redshirting 
enabled him to concentrate on his studies, 
gave him time to learn Alabama's system, 
and a year to mature. He said it was a 
learning experience, though it was not as 
helpful as he expected it to be. 

“It was good experience going up 
against the first offense every dey and it 
made me a little tougher, but other than 
that I didn’t learn a whole lot,” he admit- 
ted. “That’s because (on the scout team) 
we basically ran the other teams’ stuff. 
(Tl he coaches) were setting us up to get 

at. 

“It’s a different feeling this year, knowing 
that I can play. It’s a good feeling. It’s like 
it's worthwhile to practice, like you have a 
purpose.” 


Cre listed third on the Tide depth 
chart behind Copeland, projected to 
be a high professional football draft pick, 
and Nunley, Thornton only got in for two 
snaps in the Tide's opening game against 
Vanderbilt. 

“I was disappointed in my playing time,” 
he said. “I thought I would play more be- 
cause I expected it to be a real blow-out.” 
And according to Dubose, Thornton 
should have played more against the 
Commodores. 

“My philosophy is if a player does what 
he’s supposed to do in practice, then he 
deserves to play in the game,” Dubose ex- 
plained. “Based on what Bryan did in 
practice he deserved to play more than he 
did. | did a poor job of substituting. 

“I wanted and intended to play him, but 
it seemed like every time | was thinking 
about putting him in the game we turned 
the ball over, or Vanderbilt did something. 
It seemed like the opportunity didn’t pre- 
sent itself.” 

Still, compared to a year ago Thornton 


said he is satisfied with his status. “Last 
year I was not even in the picture at all, 
and this year I got into the game,” he 
philosophized. “So 1 moved up. I made a 
little progress.” 

Thornton said he expects to see more 
playing time as the season progresses, but 
he has no idea how much. If he works 
hard and continues to improve, Dubose 
said, “There’s no question that Bryan will 
contribute during the season. 

“| think Bryan will be able to line up and 
play winning football by the middle of the 
season, maybe before. He can line up 
right now and be fair, but at this time he's 
not playing winning football on a consis- 
tent basis. 

Thornton realizes he’s fortunate to have 
a player of Copeland's caliber—potential 
All-America—ahead of him to emulate. 

“It helps a lot to watch him,” Thornton 
said. “I study his movements. He’s got 
great technique, good hands, good sight 
movement, and he can read the guards 
and tackles and get off the block quickly. 
Compared to the standard he’s set, | know 
what kind of player you have to be. He’s a 
role model.” 

Thornton acknowledges that he is still 
learning and that his pay is not yet at the 
level of the two players ahead of him. 

“On the pass rush they do a lot better 
job of getting on the edge of offensive line- 
men than I do, and that helps them get to 
the quarterback,” he said. “And on run- 
ning plays they have more ability to get off 
their blocks to make the tackle.” 

When the Tide anticipates a run the de- 
fense often uses three down linemen-a 
nose tackle and two ends-with two outside 
linebackers. “In that case I’m more of a de- 
fensive end,” he explained. “I'm over the 
offensive tackle and my responsibility is to 
contain the play and keep it inside.” 

In passing situations the Tide often uses 
four down Srenien. “In the 4-2 defense 
I'm a tackle and line up over the guard or 
center and usually I’m just rushing throu 
the middle (to get to the quarterback),” 
Thornton said. 

Thornton feels he’s strongest against the 
run, needing more work rushing the pass- 
er. He also said with his height he’s look- 
ing forward to getting the opportunity to 
block some field goals and extra points. 

Copeland is a senior, and Nunley a ju- 
aes so Thornton a at foes come. 
“| think they probably will split playing time 
this year, and I hope next year (Nunley) and 
I will split playing time,” he said. 

If things go according to Thornton's 

lan, that leaves two years for him to be 
ma’s starting defensive left tackle. But 
Thornton also knows he’s got to get 
stronger and better to make those progres- 
sions. He said he bench presses “only 
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285 pounds, and | need to do a lot more; 
at least 350 for someone my size.” 

He squats about 600 pounds, but again 
says he needs a lot more work on that too. 
Though those numbers are up from the 
260 and 465 that he lifted in high school, 
Thornton knows cay should be better. 

“I kind of cheated myself by not spend- 
ing enough time in the weight room this 
summer,” he admitted. “I ran enough to 
get in good shape, but strength-wise | 
didn’t do what I should have. I regret that 
now. 

To get more playing time Thornton sa 

he ake has to becca more aggressive. “If 
I get a lot stronger, quicker, and play 
oc I'll earn more playing time,” he 
said. 
Thornton must be listening to his posi- 
tion coach. “Right now he lacks intensity,” 
Dubose said. ‘He needs to be more ag- 
gressive. He needs to work harder and get 
quicker and stronger. This summer he 
didn’t work nearly as hard as he should 
have. He took the easy way out. He needs 
to push himself harder and be more self- 
motivated.” 

Thornton, despite his size, is soft-spo- 
ken and polite. “He’s a nice guy, and 
sometimes that (nice guy) attitude carries 
over onto the football field,” said Dubose. 
“Bryan has always been a lot bigger than 
everybody else, so sometimes he didn’t 
have to work as hard as he should have 
but was able to get by on his size. He’s got 
talent, but just needs to get quicker, 
stronger and more aggr Ry 

nd just starting someday, Thornton 
said he thinks about much higher goals. 
“T'd love to make All-SEC or All-America,” 
he said. “I have the size already. It’s just a 
matter of the price I want to pay to make 
it, and yeah, I’m willing to pay the price.” 

Dubose agreed. Bg has got the 
physical ability,” he said. “You're talking 
about a guy 6-7 and 275 or 280 who can 
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B Thornton is big enough, but needs to be stronger to be a top defensive end. 
ryan ig gh ger —— 


“But regardless of football, Bryan is 
going to be a successful person. That’s be- 
cause he’s a fine g man who comes 
from a caring family.” 


Don't Let Game Day 
Catch You At Home 


* * * 


Go Places With The Tide 


use his hands, has good leverage, and 
good flexibility for a guy that size. Bryan 
can be as good as he’s willing to pay the 
price to be. 


A 


~/|Going Places 


Travel Agency, Inc. 


SANE: 


1824 Red Oak Place * Birmingham, AL 35244 
(205) 426-3651 ¢ 1-800-239-2072 
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Chris Anderson: 


He Tries To Give His All 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior tailback hopes 
career continues to go up 


t shouldn’t have been a surprise to any- 

one when Alabama Head Football 
Coach Gene Stallings said, “I’m a Chris 
Anderson fan.” His biggest fans are his 
coaches and his teammates, and the pri- 
mary reason for that is no player gives 
more effort on the practice field and on 
game day. Beyond that he is intelligent, ar- 
ticulate and trouble-free. Longtime 
Alabama Associate Trainer Sang Lyda de- 
scribes Anderson the person as “a combi- 
nation of Major Ogilvie and Derrick 
McKey.” 

“One thing you know about Chris 
Anderson is he is going to give you every- 
thing that he’s got every time he touches 
the football,” Stallings said. “I enjoy watch- 
ing him.” 

Anderson's position coach, Larry 
Kirksey, said, “He practices hard and he 
plays hard. He gives great effort and he’s a 
team player. The more he plays, the better 
football player he is going to be. And he is 
going to play. None of our backs has 
taken the first spot. It’s a matter of who 
gets the hot hand. He studies the game 
and he works at it. One real positive for 
him is he understands the game and what 
we're trying to do. He gives you error-free 
assignments. He has ability, but he also 
knows what to do with that ability, and 
that’s the key.” 

Although Anderson, a junior, is officially 
listed as second team on the Alabama 
depth chart, he is actually co-first team 
with Derrick Lassic. Anderson understands 
that and agrees with it. “I went out there 
this year with the attitude that I wanted to 
win the job,” he said. “But I know we play 
our seniors, and | think that’s the right 
thing to do, so I know this is Derrick’s year 
to shine. But | still think I'm going to get 
enough reps to help the team win.’ 

Anderson has gotten plenty of playin 
time this year, both as a runner and kic 
returner, and he admits he is tired at the 
end of a game. It’s not a lack of condition- 
ing. “I want to be dead tired at the end of 
every game,” he said. “I don’t want to 
have any energy left when it’s over, be- 
cause that id mean | didn’t leave it all 
on the field.” 

There is little doubt about Anderson's 
primary strength. He is super fast. 
Alabama did not time returning players in 
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the 40-yard dash this year, but the last 
time a clock was put on Anderson it was 
stopped at 4.27 seconds. He may be 
Bama’s fastest player. All agree the race is 
between Anderson and junior wide receiv- 
er Kevin Lee. Thus far, though, there has 
been no race. “We've never gotten side- 
by-side and run against each other,” 
Anderson said. “It will be done before we 
leave here, though.” 

Kirksey said, “The first thing Chris has, 
that every athlete wants, is great speed. 
But he’s also gotten stronger, so now he 
breaks tackles. And his running is sharper; 
se making people miss him in the open 

eld. 


nderson has had a roller-coaster career 

hus far at Alabama. After a stellar 
career at Huntsville High School, the 5-8, 
165-pound Anderson found himself being 
recruited by not only his favorite team, 
Alabama, but also by the player he had 
idolized as a youngster, former Tide quar- 
terback Walter Lewis. Lewis was a mem- 
ber of Bill Curry’s Alabama coaching staff 
and left with Curry for Kentucky before 
signing date, but Bama’s scholarship offer 
was still good. 

By the time the 1990 season started 
under Stallings, Anderson had added 10 
pounds, up to 175. But he still wasn't 
strong, not strong enough for what await- 
ed him. 

“My goal as a freshman was to return 
punts and kickoffs,” he said. “I just wanted 
to get on special teams.” But fate would 
put Anderson in a greatly expanded role. 
In the opening game, star tailback Siran 
Stacy suffered a season-ending knee in- 
jury. Derrick Lassic was the next man in 
line, but in practice for the second game 
he injured a hamstring. As a result, 
Anderson was the starter in the Tide’s 
next two games. Unfortunately, both were 
losses, to Florida and Georgia, as Bama 
opened that season 0-3. 

When Lassic returned, Anderson 
dropped down the depth chart, into an al- 
ternating backup role with Robert Jones 
and Tarrant Lynch. By the eighth game, 
he was back as the starter. He also started 
the LSU, Cincinnati and Auburn games. 
all Bama victories. 

When Anderson returned to the starting 
lineup he had back-to-back 100-yard rush- 
ing games, 106 yards against Mississippi 
State and 116 yards against LSU. “I really 
started feeling good, thinkin I had a feel 
for things as a running back, in the 
Mississippi State game,” Anderson said. 


Although Chris Anderson's primary asset 
is speed, he is much stronger this year. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


“That was when I really began to under- 
stand that a running back to get up 
field quickly. In high school I could run 
around and eventually get free, but that 
doesn’t work at this level.” 

Anderson also has fond memories of the 
LSU game. Prior to that game he had ap- 
parently scored three touchdowns, all on 
punt returns, only to have all three of 
them erased by penalties. Then, on an in- 
side trap play, Anderson burst up the mid- 
dle and went 30 yards for a touchdown to 
give Alabama a 7-3 lead. “I came out of 
the end zone looking for a flag,” he said. 
He closed out the scoring in that 24-3 vic- 
tory with a 46-yard touchdown run. 

For the year, he was Bama’s leading 
rusher with 106 carries for 492 yards. 


T= Anderson probably made a mis- 
take. Instead of taking part in the off 
season weight and conditioning program 
and in spring football practice, Anderson 
elected to play baseball. 

“I was on the travel squad as a pinch 
runner, but it never jelled for me that year 
because we had a lot of power hitters and 
a good team. But missing spring training 
hurt me.” Anderson, an outfielder, was a 
singles hitter on a team that finished 42- 
20 and was runnerup in the NCAA region- 


al tournament at FSU, and included 
power-hitting outfielders Joe Vitiello and 
Mick Kerns. 

“If I had it to do again, I'd do the same 
thing,” Anderson said. “I love baseball.” In 
fact, he plans to play baseball again this 
spring. But there will be a difference. “I’m 
not going to miss spring football,” 

derson said. “Coming up on my senior 
season I’m going to be on the practice 
field every day. It’s going to be a busy 

rin 


ile Anderson was playing baseball, 
Lassic was having an outstanding sprin 
and Stacy was rehabilitating his as e 
knew both of them were in front of me, 
and all | could hope for was a lot of pla 
ing time.” He didn’t get it. And not o1 
was he no better than third team at tail- 
back, he also lost his punt return job to 
then-freshman David Palmer. 

“It was humbling for me, but all I could 
do was take it in stride because the team 
was winning,” Anderson said. “I just tried 
to contribute any way I could.” 

Frankly, a loss of playing time was far 
from the worst thing to happen to Chris 
Anderson. Two ago his only brother, 
Charles, was killed in a nightclub incident. 
Chris is not a nightclub-goer. 

One way he contributed was in the first 
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game, running a 96-yard touchdown 
against Temple that is the longest run from 
scrimmage in Alabama history. (The previ- 
ous record was a 95-yarder by Harry 
Gilmer in 1945.) On the sidelines a few 
minutes later, Anderson “heard the stadi- 
um announcer say it was an Alabama 
record. I was overjoyed. One of my goals 
was to put my name in the Alabama 
record book somewhere. Obviously our 
first goals are team goals, but it’s nice to 
have an individual record. It was nice to 
have all my teammates congratulating 
me.” (Ironically, Siran Stacy was the 
game’s leading rusher with 95 yards. 
Anderson had two other runs in the game, 
but they were for a total of minus two 
yards and he ended up with only 94 net 
yards.) As it turned out, that one run would 
account for about 45 ie cent of all of 
Anderson’s rushing yar in his sopho- 
more season. He would have only 26 
rushes for 213 yards. And that one touch- 
down was his only score of the year. 

Throughout last season, Anderson's play 
was limited almost exclusively to backup 
work. He was one of the deep men on 
kickoff returns, but David Palmer had twice 
as many returns. And though he expected 
to at least share punt return duties, 
Palmer’s phenomenal skills in that area 
made the freshman the obvious choice for 
that job. (Nevertheless, Anderson averaged 
22 yards on his four punt returns, ing 
a 56-yard return to set up a go-ahead 
touchdown in a win over Tennessee.) 
Anderson holds no grudge about the loss of 
the punt return job. “Obviously | had a very 
limited role last year,” he said. “But | felt I 
was contributing, every chance | had in the 
game and every day in practice. David's a 
tremendous athlete,” he added. “We've 
missed him.” 


primary difference in the Chris 
derson of 1990 and 1991 and the 
Chris Anderson of 1992 is strength. 
Although Anderson is only five pounds 
heavier now (180) than he was as a fresh- 
man, he is much stronger. One knock on 
him as a freshman tailback is that he had 
little tackle-breaking strength. Now he has 
tackle-breaking strength. “I attribute that to 
the conditioning program of Coach 
(LeBaron) Caruthers,” Anderson said. “It 
puts on a lot of muscle and includes a lot 
of speed work. I’m much stronger and 
faster now. 

“I was a passive runner when | was a 
freshman. | run a lot harder now. It’s a 
maturing process. In high school a good 
runner can often run over DBs (defensive 
backs), because they are little guys. You 
have to have a whole different concept 
about the running game at the college 
level. That’s an adjustment I’ve made. | try 
to fake them, not run over them.” 

Kirksey said, “Chris is a better football 
player this year than last year. That’s partly 
because of last spring. He had an excellent 
spring. And one reason he had a good 
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Junior tailback Chris Anderson has started a number of games for Alabama in the past and can be expected to start many more in the 
future, but this year he’s content to be sharing playing time with senior Derrick Lassic. 


spring is he had such a good off season 
program. He dedicated himself to becom- 
ing a better football player. 

“It shows you what kind of person he 
is,” Kirksey said. “As a freshmen, a cou- 
ple of people in front of him got hurt and 
he ended up starting and he had an out- 
standing year. Then last year, after he had 
missed spring training and the off season 
program to play baseball, he was back 
down the line. But he accepted his role 
and came through last season okay, and 
that says a lot about him.” 

No one could say Anderson is modest 
about his spring training performance. “I 
had a tremendous spring,” he said. 

Alabama's coaching staff agreed as 
Anderson was named winner of the 
Johnny Musso Most Improved Offensive 
Back Award in the spring. 

Now he wants to see Alabama's offense 
improve. “The offense has got to get 
going,” he said. “We're winning, but we're 
not clicking. The defense has been 
ing us, and that’s a big thing for us. We 
know if we mess up on offense, the de- 
fense will come in and hold them. We’ve 
got to go out there with the attitude that 
we're going to score every time, and then 
do it. e main thing is to win.” 

Anderson thinks no one thing has result- 


ed in offensive inefficiency. “We're just a 
step away. It’s a missed pass or a dropped 
pass or a fumble or a penalty. We’re just 
killing ourselves. When we get working as 
one unit, we're going to be okay. We're just 
a step away. We've just got to get the kinks 
out. We may have been going the 
motions early in the year. Before the 
Arkansas game Coach Stallings called a 
meeting of the offense. He told us we've 
got to score points. He told us the defense 
was working harder than the offense. He 
challenged us. We’ve got to have the same 
mindset the defense has, going out there 
and playing with reckless abandon, our line- 
men playing like our defensive linemen, our 
backs playing like our linebackers.” 

Anderson agrees the three 
tailbacks—Lassic, himself and sophomore 
Sherman Williams—are all different. 
“Derrick is a hard-nosed slasher. I'm the 
type back who hits a seam and tries to ex- 
plode, make a move or two but mainly try 
to get upfield and use my speed. Sherman 
is everything. He’s a lot like David 
(Palmer). He’s got a lot of moves and he’s 
got sprinter speed.” 

In addition to offensive work, Anderson 
expected to be alternating with David 
Palmer on punt returns this year. “Since 
he wasn’t out there, I had to be in great 
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condition to be able to return kicks, then 

o into the lineup,” Anderson said. 
icon said he is a different type punt 
return man than Palmer. “I’m faster than 
David, so I’m looking for a little seam to 
hit and get upfield as fast as I can. I can 
make a move if I have to, and | need to 
make the first guy miss me, then I’m look- 
ing to get upfield as fast as possible. On 
the other hand, David has fabulous 
moves.” He said he doesn’t feel any spe- 
cial pressure to make a big punt return, 
but knows that if he does make one, it 
could be the difference between winning 
and losing. 

And Anderson puts a lot of stock in the 
difference between winning and losing. 

Anderson hopes that these next two sea- 
sons are not his final football seasons. He 
would love an opportunity to continue his 
career in the National Football League 
“That's everyone’s goal who is playing 
football,” he said. “But very, very few 
make it and I’m preparing myself if I don’t. 
I'll have my degree either next winter or 
next spring (he’s majoring in broadcasting), 
but I'd like to play at the next level. If not 
the NFL, perhaps the World League or the 
Canadian Football League. 

He will have a lot of fans behind him 

when and if he gets that opportunity. 
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Meet The Staff: 


Green Gladly Faces Adjustments 


by Julia McNair 


Newest Bama basketball 
assistant coach knows 
he has moved up 


or new Assistant Basketball Coach 

James Green, joining the Alabama 
staff has meant adjustment: new sur- 
roundings, a new level of competition, 
and new NCAA regulations governing 
his recruiting responsibilities. Green 
joined Head Coach David Hobbs’ staff 
in July, and plunged right into the job. 

I'm really excited about being 
here,” Green said. “I’m excited about 
working with David, and (assistant 
coaches) Greg Polinsky and Lane 
Odom. I have a good feel for this area. 
I recruited here. I’m familiar with the 
level of competition in the SEC.” 

A native of Ingomar, Mississippi, 
where he was a prep All-America, and 
a 1982 graduate of Ole Miss, Green 
was a three-year letterman for the 
Rebels during one of Mississippi's 
most successful eras. During his play- 
ing days Ole Miss won an SEC 
Tournament and made one trip to the 
NCAA Tournament and two trips to 
the NIT. The Rebels were 51-39 dur- 
ing his playing days. Even though his 
playing time was limited by a back in- 
jury, he understands the competition 
of the Southeastern Conference. 

“If you grow up in this league, you 
know that you want to be a part of it,” 
said Green. “I was for a while, at Ole 
Miss, and then I left for a while. But I 
am very glad to be back, and I am ex- 
cited to be at Alabama.” 

Green arrived in Tuscaloosa in July, 
and has spent time learning what 
Alabama already has and what the 
Crimson Tide needs insofar as players 
is concerned. “Because | arrived late, | 
didn’t have any real way to compare 
players with players,” Green said. “But 
I talked to players and coaches and got 
a feel for what we need to replace. 

“I'm learning more about the pro- 
gram. I’m trying to become more fa- 
miliar with the program than I was 
when I was looking in from the out- 
side. I came in during the evaluation 
period (of prospects) in July, and had 
to go on what I already knew about 
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A year ago, new Alabama Assistant 
Basketball Coach James Green was try- 
ing to help the Texas A&M Aggies win 
basketball games (including one game 
against Alabama). At the time the Aggies 
were beaten by the Crimson Tide last 
winter, Green had no idea he would be 
coaching at Bama this year. 

Texas A&M Photo 


the Alabama basketball program. I had 
to see how things were done in the 
past and learn how we are going to do 
them in the future. I'm learning a lot 
about the program. Four or five 
months from now, I'll know a lot 
more.” 

Green will handle recruiting for 
Alabama. The NCAA has tightened 
the rules regarding recruiting; contact 
with prospects has been greatly limit- 
ed, as has the traveling freedom of the 
coaching staffs. The Alabama staff, 
like everyone else, has learned to ad- 
just. 

“Because we can only have three (of 


four) coaches recruiting, and only two 
of the three can be out of the office at 
a time, we waste a lot of time travel- 
ing,” explained Green. “While one 
coach could be looking at juniors or 
evaluating players while the other two 
make home visits, that coach is waiting 
on one of the others to get back to 
campus. 

“Another rule with a big impact is 
not being able to call a player until July 
1 before his senior year, and then you 
can only talk to him once a week. As a 
result, all of the kids say they are going 
to wait to sign, because they haven't 
been contacted nearly so much as in 
the past. Usually by the November 
signing period, a number of the kids 
are so worn out that they want to sign 
and get it over with. But now they 
want to wait.” 

Also new is the date of initial contact 
with a prospect. Before, coaches had a 
chance to write underclassmen; now, 
the earliest players may receive mail 
from colleges is September 1 of their 
junior year. 

While all of the regulations make re- 
cruiting more difficult, Green feels 
there may be some advantages. 

“I think it could help in-state recruit- 
ing,” he said. “Kids may come to cam- 
pus on their own, or call you them- 
selves. He may have grown up being a 
fan, and always dreamed of playing for 
you. With the new rules, they haven’t 
necessarily heard from other schools 
and it can help you.” 

Green is already familiar with recruit- 
ing in this area. “This is the area I’ve 
recruited in, even at Idaho,” he said. 
“But it takes a different kind of kid to 
compete in the SEC, different from 
the Southwest Conference and Big 
Sky. Before, I didn’t recruit against 
Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, Kentucky. 
I was looking for their castoffs. Now, 
of course, we all want the same play- 
ers. Those are the people we have to 
beat, and now it’s on a very different 
level.” 


Ge 31, began his coaching ca- 
reer at Jim Hill High School in 
Jackson, Mississippi, where he spent 
four years. In his last year there, his 
team was district champion and state 
runner-up and he was named Metro 
Coach of the Year. He turned that 
downtrodden program into a winner. 
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is the Official Centennial Commemorative Video Collection. Three exciting video 
volumes—highlight and profile, the Greatest Coach, Players and Plays of Alabama 
football’s rich, one-hundred year tradition. This very 
special, three volume set will be a treasured addition 

to the video library of every Crimson Tide fan. 


The perfect gift at $59.95 plus tax and P/H. 
© COPYRIGHT 1992, BY CENTENNIAL MARKETING 


Collector's Edition 


To an Alabama fan nothing is 
more exciting. This four song 
music video and 8 song cassette 
enhances those memorable 
moments in the 100 years of 
Alabama football. 


In his first two years his teams were 8- 
19 and 8-16. His last two teams went 
15-15 and 26-6. 

From there, he moved to Idaho, 
where he helped coach his team to 
consecutive Big Sky Conference 
Championships and two trips to the 
NCAA Tournament. For the past two 
years he was with the Aggies of Texas 
A&M. 

Although Green headed up recruit- 
ing for Texas A&M, he won't be re- 
cruiting the same players here whom 
he did when he was there. 

“Of my list at Texas A&M, only 
about 20 per cent are good enough 
for Alabama,” Green said. “I’m con- hath de Ala 
centrating on the guys who are inter- Powel that nes laage Manatie 
ested in us. I like to find out who we football a dynasty. 
have the best chance to get, and spend ---------------- 9-92 n nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nn nn nn nn nnn nnn nnn enn n nee 
lots of time with them.” Name 

Green knows what he needs to do to 
bring the top players to Alabama. Address__o SS City__ State Zip 
“You never know if the job you do will 


The video captures the essence 
of what Crimson Tide football is 
all about. It combines the legend 
of Paul "Bear" Bryant, the 
memories of John Forney and Jeff 
Colman, and the music of Jack 
Denton. Along with spectacular 
football footage from games 
gone by, you feel the thrill and 


vedio ty the a pei Aig Video Cassette $19.95 Audio Cassette $11.95 CD $14.95 

es. People look at assistant coaches : Tax 
based on what type of player is aah re i re Maga ae Shipping and 
brought in. I try overall to get things P.O, Box 031847, Tuscaloosa, AL 35403 Bares 

done. (205) 553-7680 = 


GREAT MOMENTS IN 


ALABAMA FOOTBALL 


ON AUDIO CASSETTE 
Side One: 
Introduction by John Forney, 
IRON BOWLS: 1984, 1975, 1979, 1967, 1990, 1985 


Side Two: 
1981 Penn State, 1965 Miss. State, 1989 Ole Miss, 


1972 Tennessee, 1978 Nebraska, 1986 Notre Dame, 
1985 Georgia, 1987 Tennessee, 1989 Penn State. 
AVAILABLE AT ALL BAMA FEVER STORES, ALL HOME 
Games & FINE STORES EVERYWHERE. 
Telephone & Mail Orders: 
$14.95 + $1.20 Sales Tax + $1.80 S&H = 17.95 Total Price 


Telephone Orders: Mail Orders: 
Call Send Check or Money Order to: 
1-800-395-TIDE TAILGATE TAPES 
VISA/MasterCard Accepted P.O. Box 050501 


Tuscaloosa, AL 35405 


A "MUST HAVE" FOR ANY BAMA FAN!! 
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Prep Prospects: 


Anderson Heads Big Man List 


by Tommy Deas 


Vigor lineman ranks high 
nationally, heads up group 
of top Alabama big men 


serious point of discussion in the back 

‘coms at annual coaching get-togeth- 
ers in recent years has been shoe con- 
tracts; or, specifically, if coaches should be 
allowed to retain revenue from deals with 
shoe companies for providing their prod- 
ucts to collegiate teams. 

In the recruitment of Willie Anderson, 
shoe deals may also be of some signifi- 
cance. 

That's because whatever team signs the 
6-6, 295-pound senior lineman from 
Prichard Vigor High School will have to 
provide for his footwear. And since 
Anderson was in fifth grade, that hasn’t 
been a routine matter. 

Anderson is rated as the top line 
prospect in the state, and, by some, in the 
nation. USA Today ranked him one of 
the top 25 prep prospects in the nation. 
He surely tops the list of any college foot- 
ball coach assigned to recruit in Alabama. 

“They order my tennis shoes from dif- 
ferent places,” Anderson said. “I have to 
look in a book to order dress shoes. The 
last time I went into a store and walked 
out with a pair of shoes that fit, | was in 
fifth grade.” 

Anderson's oversized feet now require a 
size 18. Recruiters would be well-advised 
to make sure they are covered before 
heading to the Mobile area for a visit. 

“He's only a 16-year-old kid and he’s 
still growing,” Vigor Coach Harold Clark 
said. “He’s got as much —. as probably 
anybody we've had around 

“I’ve come across pa that big, but 
none who could run under a 5.0 (second 
40-yard dash). Usually the big ones like 
that, it’s hard to get them in shape, but 
not him. This kid is not la 

“He’s not got a lot of fat on him; he’s 
just a big kid. I think he’s an offensive 
tackle, an offensive guard maybe, in col- 
lege, because they like those big kids who 
can run.” 

Anderson is the third Vigor player in the 
last six years to be widely rated as the 
state’s top prospect. (Darrell Williams, 
who went to Auburn, in 1988, and Mitch 
Davis, who went to Gerogia, in 1990 
were the others.) He has run the 40 in 
4.9 seconds and has also showed his ath- 
letic talents on the basketball court, where 
he led the Mobile area in rebounding with 


Willie Anderson 


12.2 per game along with a 13-point 
scoring average. 

In football, Anderson moved from tackle 
to guard in the off-season, but moved 
back when teammate and fellow line 
prospect Maurice Morrisette was injured. 
He only plays defense in special situa- 
tions, notably short-yardage. 

“I came into the season at 306 
and I’ve lost weight since then,” he said. “I 
want to get down about 285, 290. I came 
in last season at 320 and by the end I was 
down to 310 

“I became a senior and | had to be in 
top condition because there’s a lot expect- 
ed of me. Believe it or not, I’m not a big 
eater. I drink a lot of liquids. I'll gain two 
or three pounds in a day just drinking and 
lose it the next day in practice.” 

Especially after Morrisette went down, 
when the burly senior began getting even 
more responsibility. 

“We have three sophomores on the 
line,” he said. “A lot of times I find myself 
telling three other guys what to do and 
then I’ve got to do my job. 

“I guess I've had other people telling me 
for the last three years, so it’s my turn to 
be a leader. I don’t mind. | know the 
coaches expect a lot of me.” 

As do the recruiters. Anderson has al- 
ready made plans to visit Alabama, 
Auburn, Florida State and Mississippi 
State. His fifth official visit, he said, will 
likely be to Georgia or Tennessee. 

Anderson carries a 2.5 grade-point av- 
erage. He made a 15 on his ACT college 
entrance examination on his first try, and 
must improve that score by two points to 
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be be eile for athletics as a college fresh- 


TT 1992 high school football season 
should produce a number of state 
prospects at lineman, linebacker and ti ie 
end positions. What follows is not 
University of Alabama recruiting list, but 
rather a list culled from various newspa- 
pers, recruiting service reports and other 
sources of in-state high school football tal- 
ent. 

This is the first of "BAMA’s annual 
prospects reports. Future reports will look 
at skill position players in Alabama, and 
the big men and skill position players from 
around the Southeast, as well as a look at 
players outside the region who may be 
connected to the Crimson Tide football 


program. 

Scholarship limits will drop from 92 to 
88 next season, but Alabama is expected 
to be able to sign 25 new players. The 
signing period for current high school se- 
niors begins February 3. 

What fo llows is a list of the top-rated big 
men in the state, in alphabetical order: 

Melvin Dansby of Ensley High School 
in Birmingham is the latest linebacker 
prospect from a school that produced for- 
mer Alabama star Cornelius Bennett and 
Ramon Luster (now a defensive lineman 
at Auburn). The 6-4, 245-pound stopper 
led Coach Curtis Coleman’s team in tack- 
les as a junior with 163 stops, and caused 
seven fumbles, recovered four and had 
two interceptions to go with 18 sacks. A 
knee injury has reportedly slowed him 
ba in his senior season. 

ansby can bench press 380 pounds 
and runs the 40 in 4.6 seconds. Like 
Anderson, Dansby wears oversized shoes 
(reportedly size 19), gaining him the nick- 
name “Feet.” He has qualified academical- 
ly for college with a 3.0 grade-point aver- 
age and an 18 on the ACT when he took 
it as a junior, and is rated the top lineback- 
er in the state by most every ea hae 
fact, one national recruiting analyst, Tom 
Lemming, rated 14 linebackers nation- 
wide and said, -probably the best of 
the group is Melvin Da: das ae 

Patrick Hape of Broo High i in Killen 
is a late bloomer who has made his way 
into the state’s top 10 on some listings. 
The 6-5, 235-pound linebacker has at- 
tracted attention from recruiters across the 
region for his strength and savvy while 
playing for Coach Tim Yeager. Hape, who 
also plays in the offensive backfield, runs a 
4.8 40 and continues to get more atten- 
tion as the season rolls on. Hape is a 
member of the Tuscaloosa News’ Sweet 
16 prospect list. 

Hape, who can bench press 350 
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Melvin Dansby 


pounds, plans visits to Alabama, 
Tennessee, Florida State and Kentucky, 
and has qualified academically. 
Montgomery Robert E. Lee’s Ralph 
Hughes is the latest lineman in a school 
known for producing top trenchmen. Like 


Hape, he is considered something of a 
sleeper on a team ranked among the best 
in the nation. Hughes, who stands 6-4 
and weighs 235 pounds, made his name 
on defense as a pass rusher for Coach 
Spence McCracken’s Generals. He runs a 
5.0 40-yard dash. Scouts like his big-hit- 
ting style, and project him on defense. 

Michael Jones of Montevallo plays 
tight and and defensive end for Coach Jim 
Vakakes, and has also earned attention on 
the basketball court with his 26-point, 14- 
rebound average. The 6-6, 230-pounder 
runs a 4.8 in the 40 and is a National 
Honor Society member with a 3.6 grade- 
point average who has already qualified 
academically for college. 

Playing for a ground-oriented team, 
Jones has raised eyebrows with his block- 
ing and defense despite catching only 12 
passes with two touchdowns as a junior. 
Some rate him a sleeper, but he is listed 
among the state’s top 10 prospects by 
many, including the Birmingham News 
and Birmingham Post-Herald. 

If anyone can give Anderson an argu- 
ment about who is the top state prospect, 
or even the top state blocker, it is Chris 
Jordan of Jackson High School. The 6- 
6, 280-pound offensive and defensive 
tackle for Coach Danny Hayes is a two- 
year starter who has a career 90 percent 


Jessie McCorvery 


grade on the line. A 3.7 student who has 
already passed academic requirements, 
Jordan lists Alabama as his favorite col- 
lege team and also plans a visit to Florida. 

Jordan, rated above Anderson as the 
state’s top prospect by The Birmingham 


IN BUSINESS AS IN SPORTS, THE 
SECRET TO SUCCESS IS A GOOD 
GAMEPLAN AND TEAMWORK. 


IT TAKES MORE THAN LUCK TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS. IT TAKES A STRONG 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE GAME, STRATEGY, SKILL, HARD WORK AND, 
ABOVE ALL, SPIRIT. CAPSTONE DATA SERVICES HAS BUILT ONE OF THE 
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Marcellus Mostella 


News, will not turn 18 until next summer, 
and is a fitness fanatic. One recruiter told 
the Birmingham newspaper Jordan is the 
best high school lineman he’s seen since 
all-time Bama great John Hannah. 

Hueytown High School's Jeremy 
Lindley is an honor student with a big 
frame who plays as a two-way tackle for 
Coach John Galloway. Lindley, who ex- 
pects to play offense in college, runs a 5.0 
40-yard dash and can bench press 350. 

he 6-6, 250-pounder has qualified 
academically, and plans visits to Alabama, 
Auburn, Florida, Georgia and Ole Miss. 

Kivuusama Mays of Anniston High 
School plays tight end and defensive end 
for Coach Rodney Bivens. In two years as 
a starter, he made 190 tackles to play his 
way into prospect status. Mays, a superior 
pass rusher who runs a 4.7 40 and bench 

resses 320 pounds, figures to play de- 
ense in college. 

Mays, who has planned visits to 
Alabama, Georgia, Texas A&M, Houston 
and Texas, lists Alabama as his favorite 
college team. He also is a three-year 
starter in basketball. He has yet to qualify 
academically. 

The state’s (and perhaps the nation’s) 
best tight end prospect is Jessie 
McCovery of Theodore, where he plays 
as a two-way end for Coach Joe ; 
The 6-3, 250-pound prospect was all- 
state as a junior and plans visits to 
Alabama, Florida State, Florida, UCLA 
and Michigan. 

With a 4.7 40-yard dash and a 275- 
pound bench press, McCovery is a three- 
year starter who has averaged a 92 per- 
cent blocking grade. He is also a three- 
year basketball starter and a two-year let- 
terman in track. McCovery is considered a 
capable blocker and receiver on a run-ori- 
ented team, and totalled 20 pass catches 
for 280 yards and five touchdowns as a 
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ACCLAIMED VIDEOS 
“Bowl, Bama, Bowl” & “The Legacy Lives” 
| They have received grand reviews 


throughout the state of Alabama.“ EGACY«s re 
Excerpts from them have been) Pr rrr se erm 
shown on regional television pro- | 
grams and on The SportSouth Net- | 
work. Without doubt, BOWL, BAMA, 
BOWL (90 minutes) and medi 
LEGACY LIVES: Cherished 
Memories of Paul “Bear” Bryant ig 
(105 minutes) are high-quality video ‘ 
tapes that a Crimson Tide fan will 
cherish. 


THE VIDLO 


Oa 


Both tapes feature colorful reflec- 
tions from the players and coaches 
who developed a proud tradition. 
Original music and interesting film 
footage make them complete. 


For instance, from BOWL, BAMA, BOWL: 
. .» Hoyt “Wu” Winslett, Fred Sington and Young Boozer discuss Rose 
Bow! appearances under Coach Wallace Wade. Jeff Coleman shares memories 
from all bowl games. 


926-199) A CRIMSON TIDE TRADITION 


. . . Harry Gilmer explains the magic he produced in the Sugar Bowl and 
the Rose Bowl. Tommy Lewis offers previously unheard remembrances of the 
1954 Cotton Bowl, the game in which he ran from the sideline to tackle a Rice 


running back. And he also talks about the Coach Harold “Red” Drew Era. 


. « « Superstars and staff members from the Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Era 
address his inspirational ways and their experiences: Billy Neighbors, Kenny 
Stabler, Major Ogilvie, Jim Goostree and others. 


. - « Tales from the Modern Era under Coaches Ray Perkins, Bill Curry and 
Gene Stallings cap a colorful story written by Al Browning, author of the book, 
Bowl, Bama, Bowl. 


From the 1926 Rose Bow! through the 1991 Blockbuster Bowl, BOWL, BAMA, 
BOWL is a masterful keepsake, a superb addition to any Crimson Tide library. 


BOWL, BAMA, BOWL costs $39.95, including taxes, postage and 
handling. 

Also, Five Points South Productions is offering BOWL, BAMA, 
BOWL and THE LEGACY LIVES at a special price, $68.90, including 
taxes, postage and handling. 


THE LEGACY LIVES can be purchased for $34.95, including taxes, 
postage and handling. 


Mail to: 

Five Points South 

P.O. Box 55425 
Birmingham, AL 35255 


Phone (205) 930-0176 


Please send copies of Bowl, Bama, Bow] at $39.95 ea. 


Please send copies of The Legacy Lives at $34.95 ea. 


Please send ______ copies of Both Videotapes 
at $68.90 combined 


My check or money order for $ is enclosed 


Name 
Address 
Cl ———_———— Zip 
MAIL ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE... ALLOW TWO WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
25 


junior after hauting in nine scoring catches 
as a sophomore. McCovery must still pass 
his entrance exam. 

Maurice Morrisette, Anderson's of- 
fensive line teammate at Vigor, suffered 
an injury which has kept him out of early- 
season contests. Following knee surgery 
as a junior, Morrisette must return and 
prove his durability to retain his high pre- 
season ranking. 

The 6-3, 280-pound guard, who must 
also meet academic requirements for col- 
lege, runs a 5.1-second 40-yard dash. 

One of two major-college prospects play- 
ing for Coach Vince DiLorenzo at Gadsden 
High School, Marcellus Mostella is a 6- 
4, 210-pound defensive end who is rated 
in virtually every top-10 state prospect list- 
ing. The hard-charging Mostella led his 
team in tackles and sacks as a junior, and 
figures to gain size in college. 

With a 4.6 40 and a second-place finish 
in the state Class 5A track meet in the 
400 meters, speed is Mostella’s top asset. 
He caused a dozen fumbles and recovered 
six as a junior on a state championship 
team. Mostella has yet to pass academic 
requirements. He plans visits to Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida State, Tennessee and 
Miami, and may be leaning toward the 
Florida schools. 

Robert Poole, another standout from 


Michael Ray 
Birmingham Ensley, is a 6-3, 285-pound 
offensive lineman. A projected major col- 
lege lineman with quick feet, Poole runs 
the 40-yard dash in 5.2 seconds and is 
considered quicker than he is fast. He also 
figures to benefit from playing alongside 
Dansby, where recruiters will find it hard 


HEAR THE PLAY-BY-PLAY 


BY PHONE 


Alabama Crimson Tide - 5403 
1-800-846-4700 


No matter where you are, you can always hear the live play-by-play of 
Alabama’s game-even when its not on TV or radio in your area. Just call 
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to all the action as it’s broadcast live on the Alabama Football Radio Network. 
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longer you listen, the less you pay per minute-as low as 20¢ per minute. And you 
can call from any phone-home, office, car, hotel, even a pay phone. From 
anywhere in the U.S., Canada, even internationally.* 

So call in for the live play-by-play action. Or get the gang together and listen to 
the entire game live on a speakerphone. You can even call in during the week to 
hear the coach’s show or to access your team’s voice mailbox. No matter where 


you are, you can always follow the 
Crimson Tide with TEAMLINE. 


TEAMLINE provides full coverage of 
over 150 college football and basketball 


teams, all 28 National Football League 
teams, and the entire National Hockey 
League. For more information with no 
obligation, call TEAMLINE toll-free at 
1-800-846-4700. 


LV PLAY-BY-PLAY & MORE: 1-800-846-4700 9 


charges are higher than U.S. charges. Intemational calls must be made through MCI Direct, call for details. MastorCard is a reg- 


istered trademark of MasterCard 
i i TRZ Communications Services, 


Incorporated. VISA is a registered tradomark of VISA International Service 
H Akron, OH. 


to miss him. 

Boaz High School two-way tackle 
Michael Ray is a two-year starter for 
Coach Joe Nettles who also starts in base- 
ball and basketball. Ray, who plans visits 
to Alabama, Vanderbilt, Tennessee, 
Clemson and Auburn, stands 6-5 and 
weighs 282 pounds, with a 5.25 time in 
the 40 an a 275-pound bench press. He, 
too, is on every major list of top prospects 
in the state. 

As a junior, Ray averaged six tackles 
and two sacks per game and graded 81 
percent for the season. Considered adept 
at both pass and run blocking, Ray pro- 
jects as an offensive tackle in college. 

His parents are graduates of Alabama, 
which he says is his favorite college team, 
and he has a 3.9 grade point average. 

Edgar Walker of Dothan High School 
is a defensive end and tackle and a backup 
at tight end for Coach Bobby Devane. 
Walker runs a 4.9-second 40 and, at 6-4, 
250 pounds, is a sometimes dominant 
force on defense and an aggressive attack- 
er. One of the strongest players on his 
team, Walker can squat 500 pounds and 
bench press 300, and is already making 
visits to Southeastern Conference schools. 
Walker has yet to qualify academically. 

Ranked just below the above group are 
a number of players who have a chance to 
play their way into big-time college foot- 
ball scholarships with good senior years. 

James Bias of Livingston High School 
will likely have a big choice to make at the 
conclusion of his prep career: whether to 
play football or basketball. The two-sport 
star has been a standout for Coach 
Vernon Johnson at fullback, but has made 
most of his impact at linebacker. At 6-4, 
210 pounds, he has the frame to add 
more bulk. Some rate him among the top 
prospects in the state. 

Childersburg High School's Shelby 
Blackerby is another offensive lineman 
to watch. At 6-4, 265 pounds, Blackerby 
runs a 5.2-second 40-yard dash, and con- 
tinues to attract attention under Coach 
Jack Cook. 

Jeff Hannah of Gardendale High has 
the right last name for an offensive line- 
man, is valued by scouts as a 
linebacker prospect. The 6-4, 240- 
pounder is a superior student and a big 
hitter for Coach Alan Pridmore, and could 
find himself playing at a Division | school 
with a big senior year. Hannah has 4.7 
speed, benches 320 pounds and plans vis- 
its to Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, 
Georgia and Clemson. 

William Hubbard plays linebacker for 
Coach J.D. Williams of Parrish High 
School in Walker County. Playing at a 
small school, Hubbard has attracted atten- 
tion from scouts across the region with his 
4.6 speed in the 40. The linebacker 
stands 6-1 and weighs 225 pounds. 

Another prospect playing for Coach 
Bobby Devane at Dothan High School, 
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Kevin Laird is an athlete to watch. He is 
6-3, 215 pounds and runs a 4.75-second 
40-yard dash. Some rate him as a sleeper 
who could be a surprise by season’s end, 
especially at tight end, where he moved as 
a senor. A part-time defensive back, Laird 
has exceptional hands and is an improv- 
ing blocker who is getting regional recruit- 
ing attention, and has already qualified 
academically. 

Chris Lee of Anniston High School is 
a four-year starter who has graded 80 per- 
cent for his career on the team that won a 
1989 state championship. A center who 
has ample experience at snapper, Lee 
stands 6-4 and weighs 255 pounds, with 
a 5.1 time in the 40-yard dash. Lee has 
visits planned for Notre Dame, Vanderbilt, 
Indiana, North Carolina and Auburn. 

Hartselle High School's Keith Long is 
an offensive guard and defensive nose 
tackle who goes 6-2, 265 pounds. He had 
started 26 straight games going into his 
senior season under Coach Don Woods, 
has a 5.1-second time in the 40 and a 
350-pound bench press. Long plans to 
visit Alabama, Auburn, LSU, Penn State 
and Mississippi State. 

Ralph Staten, a linebacker for Coach 
C.L. Gilliland at Mary Montgomery in 
Semmes, is rated by most among the 
state’s top 30 prospects. Staten is 6-3, 


Now In Pelham! 
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William Hubbard 


205 pounds, and will likely have to add 
some bulk to make the jump to the major 
college level. 

Yet another budding prospect from the 
factory in Town Creek, Hazlewood High 
School, Terrence Steele is a 6-2, 210- 
pound offensive tackle and defensive 


linebacker. Steele has put his 4.6 speed 
and his blocking ability to use for Coach 
Rickey Johnson. Steele had started on 
three straight state championship teams 
entering his senior season, earning all- 
state honors with 150 tackles as a junior. 
He is a cousin of Alabama fullback Tarrant 
Lynch, and plans visits to Alabama, Ole 
Miss, Georgia, Tennessee and Ai : 

Rounding out the linebacker parade is 
Tom Pappas of Hueytown. The 6-2, 
226-pounder who projects as a hard-hit- 
ting middle linebacker type, and is espe- 
cially effective against the run. He carries 
a 3.3 grade-point average and is expected 
to easily qualify academically. 

In addition to those listed above, several 
players around the state could play them- 
selves into scholarships with added size or 
an eye-catching senior season. Among 


em: 
Bruce Nelson, a 6-4, 250-pound de- 
fensive lineman from Daphne; Gerome 
Fletcher, a 6-4, 220-pound tight end 
from East Limestone; Scott Knox, a 6-3, 
230-pound tight end from Tuscaloosa 
County High School; Trey Allen, a 6-3, 
260-pound offensive lineman from 
Marengo Academy; James Kiger, a 6-3, 
255-pound offensive lineman from 
Daleville; and Steve Wilson, a 6-4, 255- 
pound defensive lineman from Theodore. 


Team Spiny and Cprisimas Spirit 


ee} 


sR, 

7s 
chris 
sana > repla® swing, 

and with = oy ary 

pis Fe sie swe ret 
ron 


t Last! 


Here's Flow lo Get Yours: 
Cut out or copy the order form 
and mail it with your check or 
money order to: 


UPWORD 


Dept. ALX - P. O. Box 70384 


Montgomery, AL 36107 


Please allow 2 weeks for delivery. 


— Lpwor'd Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


Name 


10 Cards 


& 10 Envelopes 


Street Address 


State 


$8.95 Cty 


(+ $2.00 S&H) # of Packs 


Price Per Pack (circle one): 


$8.95 (one pack) 


$7.95 ea. (more than one pack) 


Postage (circle one): 


$2.00 (one pack) 


$3.00 (more than one pack) 


per pack when you 
order more than one 
(+ $3.00 S&H) 
Call us about other 


universities and products at 
1-800-34UPWORD (348-7967). 


Total Price of Christmas Cards 
AL & GA Residents add 4% 
FL & TN Residents add 6% Sales Tax 


Shipping & Handling 
TOTAL OF CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
MAILTO: UPWORD 


Dept. ALX - P. O. Box 70384 
Montgomery, AL 36107 


Cross Country Outlook: 


Bama Is A Contender 


by Becky Hopf 


Return of Beltran boosts 
men; women have talent 
and experience 


Gans Beltran will leave The 
University of Alabama knowing he is 
the best male distance runner the 
Crimson Tide has ever had. Four individ- 
ual Southeastern Conference titles, four 
All-America citations, a third place 
NCAA cross country finish, and school 
records in the 5, and 10,000-meter 
races back that claim. 

He and his former Bama teammates 
put the Crimson Tide on the map as a 
creditable distance program. Beltran is 
taking his final bows this fall, and already 
he has made it a sweet farewell tour to a 
racing career that rocketed from jubila- 
tion to crestfallen. Last fall would have 
been his last season, but a pre-season in- 
jury to his arch postponed the finale. It 
has been a long and painful climb back, 
but it seems like old times as the German 
(pronounced Her-MAHN) of old is back 
in top form. In his first appearance of the 

ear he won the Georgia State 
nvitational championship in Atlanta. A 
week later he raced to the championship 
of Bama’s own Crimson Classic, the third 
time he has won that event. 

His return is not only a welcome relief 
for Tide Cross Country Coach David 
Troy, it is also a personal triumph. 

“When you are as talented as German, 
a greet part of who you are is tied up 
with how you perform,” Troy said. “The 
injury affected German’s entire life for a 
year. It’s fun to see him. It’s gratifying 
and uplifting seeing a young man get the 
chance to regain his self-awareness and 
self-esteem. man has a chance to do 
again what he does best. 

“The biggest thing that came out of 
our first race was seeing German win the 
race. It was easy for him. He ran along 
with everyone and then just opened up. 
His last mile was his fastest mile. He 
looked like the German Beltran of old. 
He still has a number of hurdles and tests 
he has to face. And, in that race, he 
wasn’t pushed like he will be as the sea- 
son goes on. But | think gradually he’ll 
regain his confidence. Physically, he’s 
probably back to where he was two or 
three years ago when he was one of the 
best in the nation. Now it’s just a matter 
of him regaining his confidence. 
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Alabama needs to count on more than 
one scorer, though. And with the first 
two races behind, Troy sees good things 
for Alabama. 

“We redshirted Everett Whiteside last 
eer largely because we wanted to save 
im for what we thought would be a bet- 
ter team this year. Everett is running well. 
Of all our athletes, he is the one who 
runs the most. He averages 85 to 90 
miles per week in training. Because of 
that, he’s a bit fatigued. But he’s still rac- 
ing well. When we change the pace with 
less quantity, | think we'll see a vast im- 
gai He’s really going to be racing 
well. 

“On the men’s side, | think we’re better 
than an average team. Some people 
raced very well for us in our first effort. 
Sam Barall ran well. Mark Jones and 
Eddie Terrell made big improvement. 
Both are racing much better and training 
better than last year,” Troy said. “Michael 
Dryer and Justin Rock are both doing 
well for new runners. It’s just a matter of 
how much they are going to improve to 
determine their level of participation.” 

A frustration for the men’s team is Bob 
Watson, a veteran runner who sprained 
his ankle while on a walk with friends. 
He missed three weeks of training and as 
a result of the sprain developed problems 
with his achilles tendon. “I would say his 
level of participation would be question- 
able,” Troy said. “He definitely could help 
this team if we got him healthy and kept 
him healthy.” 

Troy said Alabama’s men are in a sec- 
ond rebuilding phase as he goes into his 
seventh season at the helm. “For the 
men, essentially, there was no distance 
program,” he said. “We had a group of 
guys who ae fourth year at a 
great group of performers. Now "ve 
all graduated. German is the only beg left 
from that group. Now we are rebuilding 
with a new group. Alabama is a difficult 
place to recruit distance runners. Other 
schools, like Arkansas (national champi- 
on) and Tennessee, have a much stronger 
distance tradition, and that means a lot to 
distance runners. Our history of success 
is brief. One reason our women’s pro- 

ram has grown more is because we 
ve been able to recruit the middle dis- 
tance runners. It’s tougher to get a male 
middle distance runner to try cross coun- 
try (a five- or six-mile race) than it is to 
get a half-miler to run three miles (the 
women’s cross country distance).” 


Te says his Alabama women’s team 
has “been a source of many frustr- 
tions” so far this year. Injuries are plagu- 


ing a talented = One of the big 
guns, Marie Ohlund, has come down 
with the same injury in her arch that side- 
lined Beltran last year. Freshman Sofia 
Svanteson has had problems adjusting to 
the climate. Allergies and sinus infec- 
tions, along with dehydration, have limit- 
ed her work. Troy said it will be a big 
boost when Svanteson is back full speed. 

Mahlin Ohlund, a sophomore, missed 
Alabama's first meet because she had 
trained late into the summer as a mem- 
ber of the Swedish national team. 
However, she finished second with a very 
good time in the Crimson Classic. 

Mahlin had an outstanding summer of 
track competition,” Troy said. “She will 
definitely be one of our top runners.” 

He said Camilla Astrom has done very 
well for a half-miler who had never run 
cross country before this year. 
Huntsville’s Ashley Patrick is also show- 
ing marked improvement over her fresh- 
man season. “Ashley is a very strong 
competitor,” Troy said. “Every time she 
goes to the line you can count on her 
doing well. She’s very consistent.” 

Alabama’s top runners also include 
Heather Shutt-Warner, who claimed the 
women’s title in the Georgia State meet, 
and Vicky Lynch. Bad mg ago, Heather 
made tremendous strides, going from an 
average SEC runner to an elite runner,” 
Troy said. “She continued that through 
track season where she was an All- 
America in the 5000. She has shown 
she’s picking up where she left off. She’s 
strong, very fit, and very determined. 

“Vicky is one of the premier middle dis- 
tance runners in the nation. She placed 
second nationally in the 800 and third in 
the 1500. She’s the only one who even 
attempted that double. She is a competi- 
tive athlete who’s able to help our team.” 


i the pre-season poll of SEC cross 
country coaches, Alabama was predict- 
ed to finish second in the women’s race 
and sixth in the men’s. Arkansas, the 
1991 men’s national champion and 
women’s runner-up, was the uncontested 
favorite in both polls. 

Alabama’s men finished second in both 
of its races this fall, while the women fin- 
ished second in Atlanta, third at home. 

Future meets include the Rocky 
Mountain Shootout in Boulder, Colorado, 
October 3, the Clemson Quadrangular 
October 17, the SEC Championship at 
Lexington November 2, the NCAA 
District at Greenville, South Carolina, 
November 14, and the NCAA 
Championships at Bloomington, Indiana, 
November 23. 
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Fall Baseball: 


Mix Of Players Looks Interesting 


by Steve Sikes 


Tide has some proven 
veterans, but newcomers 
are in the picture 


he professional baseball season is 

winding down now. After the World 
Series the players will have time away 
from the game until spring, when profes- 
sional teams set up camps in Florida and 
Arizona. By the time spring training be- 
gins, college baseball will be nearing the 
end of its season. Intercollegiate athletics 
is conducted during the school year, which 
forces a shift for those college athletes 
playing the summer game 

And since college Neetu is played pri- 
marily before the beginning of summer, 
the equivalent of spring training must take 
place in the fall. 

Alabama’s baseball team (as well as all 
other college baseball teams) gets that off 
season work done in the autumn. Fall 
baseball practice is limited to four weeks 
and Bama got under way September 21 
and will finish up in mid-October. Once 
upon a time the NCAA permitted practice 
gee with other college teams during the 
all period, but as part of the overall 
NCAA thrust to reduce the amount of 
time college athletes spend on athletics, 
those games are no longer allowed. As a 
result, competition is limited to intrasquad 
games, of which Alabama will have a 
handful. 


Alabama Head Coach Barry 
Shollenberger, who is entering his 14th 
season at the helm and who is the win- 
ningest coach in Bama baseball history, 
knows this is a critical fall. Some veterans 
of Alabama baseball are no lo around, 
but an influx of highly-regarded new play- 
ers, particularly pitchers, is on hand. And 
the return of some Tide players who per- 
formed well a year ago makes the upcom- 
ing season an intriguing one. 

eturning from last year’s 34-21 team is 
leading hitter Frank Menechino (.348). 
The ever-hustling second baseman also 
topped the Tide in triples, walks and 
stolen bases. The New York native will be 
counted upon heavily. 

The outfield will be anchored by senior 
Brad Oliver, son of Crimson Tide Assistant 
Football Coach Bill Oliver. Oliver (.307, 
five triples) has the speed to run down 
most any ball hit his way. He had 21 stolen 
bases for Alabama last spring. He will be a 
key to getting the offense cranked up. 


Brad Oliver 


Dependable is the most accurate word 
for third baseman Jerry “Stitch” Shelton 
(.253 batting average but .398 on-base 
percentage last spring), who will be play- 
ing his final season for the Tide. Shelton, 
who is from Northport, added 18 hit-by- 
pitches to his record last season and is 
now fourth on the NCAA all-time list for 
being hit by a pitch. With a “good” year, 
Shelton could eclipse the NCAA record of 
54. 

Other experienced players competing 
for open positions include Jeff Laubenthal 
(Southeastern Conference Academic 
Athlete of the Year) and Brad Daggett 
(.282 in 32 games). Both are candidates 
for starting jobs in the Alabama outfield. 
Alan Hill and Geno Saunders both have 
experience at catcher. Chris Smelley is the 
only returning player with experience at 
first base. 


Shortstop is vacant with the dependable 
Juan DeBrand having departed. DeBrand 
started every game at shortstop for two 
years. The race there is wide open with no 
experienced returnees. 


s is true at every level of baseball 

bove tee ball, pitching is the critical 
area. Bama coaches are hoping a good re- 
cruiting year has shored up some of the 
mound problems. But the Tide starts with 
a good base. Two of its three SEC compe- 
tition starting pitchers return. Al 
Drumheller, a left-hander who is consid- 
ered the best athlete on the team, and 
right-hander Joe Parker are back. 
Drumheller was 7-5 last season and struck 
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Al Drumheller 


out 101 batters, only the second Alabama 
pitcher ever to hit the century mark in 
strikeouts. And even on days when 
Drumheller is not pitching, he will be in 
the lineup somewhere. Parker went 1-4 in 
his 13 appearances in his first Alabama 
season last spring. 

Sophomore Steve Shoemaker came out 
of the bullpen last season (3-5 with three 
saves) and will be a relief pitcher again in 
1993. He will be joined by senior Jamie 
Bortak (2-0, 3.60 earned run average). 
Redshirt junior Derius Lewis could provide 
help in late innings. Aside from 
Drumheller, the staff as a whole has to go 
from being young, strong throwers to 
young, strong pitchers. Some true fresh- 
men could find a <i in either the starting 
rotation or as relief specialists. 


TZ pre-conference schedule appears to 
be a difficult one, which Shollenberger 
hopes will prepare Bama for the confer- 
ence race. Bone series against Michigan 
State, TCU, South Alabama and Michigan 
should give Shollenberger an idea of the 
strength of his team as it hones the mental 
and physical edges of the players. 
Alabama’s offensive philosophy has 
changed over the past couple of years. 
Just two years ago Bama’s lineup was 
loaded with home run hitters. Now the 
Tide is a more consistent ae team, but 
gets fewer homers. Speed has become an 
important part of the Alabama offense. 
Last year the Tide had 91 stolen bases in 
112 attempts and Bama hitters finished 
with 23 triples, second best in the SEC. 
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92 Opponents 
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Quality Printing is 
a Growth Industry 


Seven years ago we decided to build a printing operation 
that could offer Birmingham quality, service, and pricing 
that was second to none. Anywhere. 


We increased our floor space by six fold and focused in- 
tently on our customers’ needs. 


Six years later we were bursting at the seams. Customer 
response was greater than we expected. 


Today we're doubling our size again. This is phase two of 
a long range plan to make EBSCO Media a major graphic 
arts center in the South. 

We realize we've got a way to go to be the very best, but 
we know that trying to be the best has already made us the 
biggest. And we don't plan to stop here. 

Come by and see the growth of the South’s most modern 
graphic arts center. 


EBSCO MEDIA 


801 5th Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


205-323-1508 
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1892 ¢ CENTURY OF CHAMPIONS ¢ 1992 


shod cae 
* Mail Check or Money Order to: Say = = 


Centennial Photo, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1498 
Auburn, AL 36831-1498 


FAX ORDERS ONLY: (205) 821-3631 


FAX Actual Ad 
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Please Print Shipping and Handling 


Limited Edition 15,000 Prints 


(In case of sellout, your check will be returned in 15 days) 
STREET ADDRESS 


DAYTIME PHONE Bank Card No. Exp. Date 
*PLEASE ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 
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art by nationally renowned 
southern sports artist Michael 
Montgomery. 


Special Notice: A limited 
edition of the officially 
licensed print Alabama’ 


numbered and signed by the artist is available. Price $75.00 
plus $3.50 shipping. This magnificent print is sure to become 
a collector’s item in years to come. This signature edition is 


strictly limited to 300 prints. 


These are the eyes of legend, of tradition and power — the 


eyes of Alabama’ 


©1992 MONTGOMERY ART COMPANY - ATLANTA, GA. 


he Bear may be gone — but the bite is back.” And 
eee & few images convey the power of Southern 
football more dramatically than Alabama’ 
The large 19” x 25” full color lithograph is printed with 
light fast inks on No. 1 embossed, 80Ib. archival quality, acid 
free cover stock. This is truly a unique and beautiful work of 


at $28.50 | 


Add shipping and handling at $3.50 each. Total $32,00°. Georgia residents must add 4% sales 
tax ($1.60). Print will be mailed second day priority in heavy sso mailing tube. 


Prices subject to change 

pice ie6a notice, 
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oficiccats” ——[SeanNomiend | sms0_[ 

uD wagaNcatD EXPRESS GA residents add 4% sales tax 

EXPIRE DATE * Shipping Included Total 
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| Account Number | | | | | | j L] | | ] 


Signature 
Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


Phone (Daytime, with Area Code) 


MAIL TO: Montgomery Art Co., P.0. Box 16586, Atlanta, GA 30321-0586 


Bong Layton says, 
~ 4¥ou May Never Play On The Field, 
But You Can Sure Sit On: The Bench!” 


Join 5 he fh and 
Celebration of our 
TBE Y al year with 


Bama Beach! 


This handcrafted, all 
natural cedar bench, is 
perfect for a variety of 
places, indoors 

or out... Home 

or Business. = 


Just remember, on 
game day front yard 
placement isthe best _ 
for saying to alk friends - 
or foes .«- Roll Tide! 
es ox S 


Doug Layton, well know sports broadcasting personality, shown with two person, no maintenance, “Official Bama Bench.” Photo by Chuck King 


For Fast Service 


____Call Now! ___ 


1-800-676-4552 
24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week 


Use your VISA or Mastercard 
ONLY $199 


Add $12 per bench for shipping and handling 
Wisconsin residents add 5'/2% sales tax 


For Faster Service 
Fax order 1-414-662-2808 


Great Gift Idea! 
Order More Than One! 


Allow 4 weeks for delivery 
Shipped UPS (KD) 


YES! I Want To Support The Tide! 


Please UPS me _____ Bama Bench(s) at $199 per bench 
Add $12 per bench for shipping and handling 
Wisconsin residents add 5'/:% sales tax 
Cashiers Check or Money Order Enclosed for $ 
Payable to: Cedar Pro, Inc., W.232 $.7250 Woodland Lane, Big Bend, WI 53103 
Charge to: VISAQ) = Mastercard 0 


ACCOUNGE: eS EAE pIration Date fe 


Print Name___ ms 
as it appears on credit card 


SHIP TO: 


Name 
Street Address (delivery cannot be made to P.O. box) 


State Zip 


